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Welcome to  th e  f i r s t  laeua o f  F .T .L . Ye«r a t  la s t ,  a f t e r  long d e lays , gnashing 
o f te e th  and p u l l in g  o f  h a ir ,  you h o ld  in  your hand th e  f in a l  p ro d u ct.

Thanks nvist go to  Brendan G i l le n  and Robert E l l i o t t  fo r  typ in g  these 
words (and o th ers ) on to  computer d isk  and Laeer p r in t in g  th e  r e s u l ts .  W ithout 
t h e ir  e f fo r t®  t h is  f in s  tone would n o t have been pcm aible (a c tu a l ly ,  c h a in in g  
them to  t h e i r  word processors and le a v in g  a b o t t le  o f  Pan G a la c t ic  
G a rg le b la s te r  ju s t  o u t o f  reach may have helped J,

Those o f  you who fo o l is h ly  tho ught t h is  was going to  be an A4 magazine 
may perchance be wondering why on E a rth  Cor anywhere e ls e  fo r  th a t  m atte r) you 
h o ld  in  f r o n t  O f you an AS magazine. T h is  Is  because th e re  Just w asn 't enough 
room in  .the o r ig in a l  24 page A4 magazine to  fe a tu re  th e  k in d  o f  cross B ea tio n  i 
o f  s to r ie s  I ' d  l i k e  to  see in  th is  m agazine. T h ere 's  no way cou ld  have a 
b r i I l i a n t  E d i t o r ia l ,  a r t  I ClSS, p ro f  I Is  and b ib l io flraphy, i l lu s t r a t io n s ,  book 
rsv l»JH  and a Few s h o rt e t o r iM  in  24 pages* a ls o  have a  couple o f  s to r ie s  
th a t  would f i l l  24 pages on th e ir  own. Bo, f o r  th e  same p r ic e , we can have a 
m assive 40 page mag. Okay?

For thoee o f  you buying th is  " o f f  th e  rack**, so to  speak, and d o n 't  k r o  
where t h is  Jewel o f  e n lig h te n e d  ^ jp h o r ia  mrr—  from , i t  is  th e  prod uct o f  an 
lr« a n e  group o f  f re n z ie d  fa n a t ic s  who g ra v i ta t e  towarda th e  Oak Bar th e  f i r s t  
Tuesday o f  every  month ( f u l l  moons not w ith s tan d in g ) a t  9pm to  ta lk  about 
c a ts , d iscuss thermodynamics and corwumo p in ts  o f  Guinness, I f  you’ re  one o f 
th e  u n In i t ia t e d  v^y n o t drop down sometime. Borfw peop le  have e x p la in e d  th a t 
ou r in i t i a t i o n  r i t e s  a re  too  e e w r a , bu t I  d o n 't th in k  th a t  hanging upsicte 
down from  a lamp post w h ile  r e c i t in g  th e  f i r s t  th re e  l in e s  from Asimov’ s 
"Foundation0  backwards in  Hebrew Is  to o  much to  ask.

Anyway, enough o f  these m ental meander In g s . S i t  back and enjoy the 
n e u ro tic  n ightm ares in  th e  r e s t  o f  t h i s  mag and p lo aae , p lease  w r ite ,  kte'd 
l i k e  to  hear from you what you l ik e d  o r  d is l ik e d  about th is  mag. We'd l ik e  to  
ta il Id  up a  n ice  b ig  th r o a t -c u t t ir ^ j ,  nud—s i Ing  I ng le t t e r s  column.

' T i l  newt lasue.
Yours S e re n d ip ito u s ly ,
John Kenny.

S U B M IS S IO N S ,
FTL I s  a lw a y s  on  t h e  lo o k o u t  f o r  new c o n t r i b u t o r .  We r e q u i r e  s h o r t  
S t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  book r e v i e w s ,  a r t w o r k ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a n d  r e p l i e s ,  
c r i t i c a l  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  to  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  ws h a v e  p u b l i s h e d .  A lth o u g h  wa 
a r e  p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  a n d  F a n ta s y  we a r e  a ls o  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h o r r o r ,  g a m in g , m a s q u e ra d e , m e d ia  e t c .  In  f a c t ,  we a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a l l  th e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  fa n d o m . S o , i f  y g u  h a v e  
s o m e th in g  t o  s a y ,  l e t  u b  kn o w , A l o t  o f  p e o p le  o u t  t h e r e  c o u ld  be 
v e r y ,  v e r y  I n t e r e s t e d .

NOTES As FTL i s  a f a n z i n e  c o n t r i b u t o r #  r e c e iv e  no p a y m e n t f o r  w ork 
p u b l i s h e d ,  o n ly  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  k n o w in g  t h a t  th e y  a r e  
c o m m u n ic a t in g  w i t h  l i k e - m in d e d  p e o p le .
C o p y r ig h t  r e v e r t s  t o  t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r  o n  p u b l i c a t i o n .
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ILLEG AL A L IE N .
0y B obby M a c L a u g h H n  
c .1 9 0 0 .

G ia c  s to o d  lo o k in g  o u t  o f  
th ®  w indo w  o< h i e  D u b l in  
f l a t ,  w a tc h in g , th e  r a i n  
p e l t i n g  dow n, a n d  m e d i t a t e d  
g lu m ly  on  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  
d i s a s t r o u s  d e c is io n s  t h a t  
h ad  . c u l m i n a t e d  In  h ie  
p r e s e n c e  on  t h i s  G o d fo rs a k e n  
p l a n e t .  E a c h  In  i t s e l f  had  
seem ed s u c h  a m a r v e l lo u s  
id e a  at. th e  t im e .  He was a 
s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  P la n e t a r y  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Pu b I b , a n d  had  
J u s t  s t a r t e d  an  e x t e r n a l  
y e a r  o f  e x p e r i e n t i a l  
s e n t i e n t o 1o g y . P u ie e a n a  a r e  
a w arm tj lo o d e d  m am m alian  
B p f ic le s ,  th o u g h  w i t h  a b a s ic  
a n a to m y  m ore  a r a c h n o id  th a n  
p r im a t e .  When m a tu re  th e y  
a r e  l o g i c a l ,  p r e c i s e ,  and  
h a v e  c o n s id e r a b l e  
r n a t h e m a t ic a l , e n g in e e r in g  
a n d  s e x u a l s k i l l s ,  th o u g h  
th e y  te n d  to  la c k  th e  w i ld e r  
Form s o f  c r e a t i v i t y .  
I n s a n i t y ,  o r  e v e n  e m o t io n a l  
i n s t a b i l i t y ,  w h i le  n o t 
a c t u a l l y  c r i m i n a l ,  1 b 
s o c i a l l y  u n a c c e p t a b le ,  and  
c a r r i e s  a c o n s id e r a b l e  
s t  1gm a.

P h y s i c a l l y  th e y  a r e  a 
g o o d la o k ln g  r a c e .  E i g h t -  
l im b e d ,  a s  t h e i r  p r im e v a l  
a n c e s t o r s  h ad  b e e n , t h e y  now 
w a lk  e r e c t  on  tw o  la g s ,  h ave  
tw o  p a i r s  o f  a rm s , a n d  tw o  
h i g h l y  m o b i le  f e e l e r s  w h ic h  
a r e  n e i t h e r  m a n d ib le s  o r  
a n t e n n a e ,  b u t h a v e  s o m e th in g  
in  common w i t h  b o t h ,  and  
w h ic h  a r e  u s e d  f o r  any  
m a n ip u la t o r y  F u n c t io n s  
r e q u i r i n g  e x t r e m e  d e l i c a c y .  
D o th  p a i r s  o f  a rm s a r e  
f a i r l y  t h i n ,  th e  lo w e r  p a i r  
b e in g  b o n e le s s  and  
r e t r a c t i l e  i n t o  t h e  u p p « r ,  
to  r e i n f o r c e  them  w hen b r u t e  
s t r e n g t h  is  n e e d e d .

B o th  m a le s  a n d  c o m a le s  a r e  
s m a l le r  a n d  le s s  p o w e r fu l  
t h a n  f e m a le s ,  a n d  o u tn u m b e r  

them  g r e a t l y .  T h ey  a b h o r  
p h y s ic a l  v lo l a n c B ,  T h is  
f e e l i n g  p r o b a b ly  s tem s  ( a t  
l e a s t  in  p a r t>  fro m  s t i l l  
v i v i d  r a c e  m em o rie s  o f  been  
e a t e n  a l i v e  by t h e i r  m ates  
a s  t h e  p r i c e  o f  p e r m is s io n  
t o  c o p u la t e .  As th e y  
d e v e lo p e d  I n t e l l i g e n c e  th e y  
e v o lv e d  w ays o f  c h a n g in g  and  
im p r o v in g  t h i s  S y s te m . 
N o w ad ays  fe m a le s  w o u ld  be 
w ooed by an a  o r  tw o  
m a le /c o m a l *  p a i r a  w o rk in g  In  
c lo s e  a n d  a m ic a b le  
p a r t n e r s h i p .  A w e l l -  
c h o r e o g r a p h e d  p a i r  w o u ld  be 
a d e q u a te  f o r  sex  o n l y ,  
th o u g h  t h i s  c o u ld  s t i l l  be a 
l i t t l e  d a n g e ro u s  f o r  th e m . 
H o w e v e r , to  b r in g  t h e i r  
f e m a le  to  th e  s t a t e  o f  h ig h  
f r e n z y  n e e d e d  f o r  o v u l a t i o n  
a n d  f e r t l 1 1 z a t l o n  t h e y  w o u ld  
u s u a l l y  o p e r a t e  In  f o u r s  to  
be s u r e  o f  s u r v i v i n g  th e  
p r o c e s s .

G la c  a n d  h i s  c o m a la  p a r t n e r  
a n d  f r i e n d  C a p r ia a n  had  
w o rk e d  h a r d  a n d  lo n g  t o  
t h i n k  up a  s u i t a b l e  s tu d y  
p ro g ra m  f o r  G l a c 's  f i n a l  
y e a r .  In  o r d e r  to  g e t  
f u n d in g  From t h e  C h ie f  
B u r s a r  o f  B ie - K a k a i
U n i v e r s i t y ,  p lu s  a p p r o v a l  
fro m  S e n io r  T u t o r  H e n s k o n t , 
I t  h a d  to  h a v e  j u s t  th s  
r i g h t  m ix  o f  in n o v a t io n ,  
a u d a c i t y  a n d  s o l i d  a c a d e m ic  
r e s e a r c h .  I f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  
t h e r e  c o u ld  a f t e r w a r d s  be a 
c h a n c e  o f  g e t t i n g  w o rk  in  
t h e  c a p i t a l ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  
m ean a v a c t l y  Im p ro v e d  l i f e 
s t y l e  f o r  th e m  b o th .  T h e i r  
home to w n , G c h a z z e n , was a 
b i t  o f  a b a c k w a te r ,  w i t h  
v e r y  l i m i t e d  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
e n t e r t a I n m j n t  g e n e r a l l y ,  and  
J u s t  a b o u t  none a t  a l l  f o r  
e e x , a t  l e a s t  n o t f o r  
c o m a ls s  a t  t h e i r  l e v e l .  N o t  
t h a t  t h e i r  c h a n c e s  w o u ld  
a c t u a l l y  h a v e  b e e n  a l )  t h a t  
m uch b a t t e r  In  th s  c a p i t a ) ,  
b u t  t h e y  b o th  h ad  F a n t a s t i c  
a n d  m a r v e l lo u s ly  l u r i d  
d re am s  o f  p o s s ib le



e n c o u n t e r  s .

T h e  t h e s i s  t i t l e  th e y  
e v e n t u a l l y  ham m ered o u t  
p le a s e d  them  b o th  v e r y  muchr 
" 3 a n l t y f 1 n s a n l t v :  A n  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  q F E a r th -b u m a n  
m a t in g  b e h a v io u r s " .  They  
t h o u g h t  t h i s  was b r i l l i a n t ,  
IF  n o t n h e e r  g e n iu s .  P le n t y  
o f  a u d a c i t y  t h e r e  -  Im a g in e  
i f  y o u  w i l l  a p l a n e t f u l l  o f  
s e n t i e n t  b e in g s  w i t h  o n ly  
tw o  s a x e s .  The d a n g e r! The 
r i s k '  T h e  tre m e n d o u s  
p o t e n t i a l  F o r i n s t a b i l i t y !  
I t  g a v e  G ia c  an  i l l i c i t  
t h r i l l  e v e n  to  c o n te m p la te  
i t  a l l .  And s in c e  h ie  s tu d y  
y e a r  was t o  be e x p e r l e n t a l ,  
he m ig h t  e v e n  s u c c e e d  in  
h a v in g  some s o lo  s e x u a l 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n o th e r  b e in g ,  
in  th e  c o m p le te  a b s e n c e  o f  
an y  c o m a ie  to  a s s i s t .

T h e  th o u g h t  was u t t e r l y  
t e r r i f y i n g ,  and y e t  a t  th e  
game t im e  m a r v e l lo u s ly  
e x c i t i n g ,  th e  b ig g e s t  t u r n 
o n  h e 'd  e v e r  e x p e r ie n c e d  in  
h i s  yo u n g  l i f e .  He w o n d e re d  
F o r some t im e  w h ic h  o f  th e  
tw o  a v a i l a b l e  s e x e s  he  
s h o u ld  a p p ro a c h  when th e  
t im e  cam e- And w o r r ie d  a b i t  
a b o u t  w h at a r e a s  o f  h i m s e l f  
t o  u s e ,  and how, in  th e  
e v e n t  o f  r u c c o g b » s in c e  
n e i t h e r  E ar*thm an o r  woman 
seem ed  to  h a v e  a n a to m ie s  
w h ic h  w e re  a l  I t h a t  
c o n g r u e n t  w i t h  h I « aw n. He 
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he b a d ly  
n e e d e d  to  f i n d  o u t  m ore  
a b o u t  w h a t E a r t h  p e o p le  
a c t u a l l y  do b e f o r e  he c o u ld  
In v e n t  a s y s te m  o f  a c t i o n  
a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n  f o r  h i m s e l f  
to  f i t  d i s c r e e t l y  I n t o  t h e i r  
m ode. He h ad  tn  f a c t  a l r e a d y  
r e c e iv e d  s t r i c t  o r d e r s  fro m  
h i s  s u p e r io r s  to  r e m a in  
c o m p le t e ly  In c o n s p ic u o u s ,  
In s o f a r  ag he c o u ld  do b o  
a n d  s t i l l  m ee t th e  dem ands 
oF h i s  p ro g ra m ,

In  th e  e n d  he a n d  C a p r ja a n  
b o th  d e c id e d  he s h o u ld  s to p  

w o r r y in g ,  a n d  p l a y  i t  by e a r  
a e  e n d  when t h in g s  h a p p e n e d . 
T h ey  b e ! le v e d  t h a t  w h a te v e r  
d i fF ® rp n c B 5  o f  s h a p e  o r  
C o lo u r  t h e r e  w e re  b e tw e e n  
th e m s e lv e s  a n d  E a r t h  humans 
m i g h t n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be 
n o t ic e d ,  a n d  w o u ld n ’ t  be 
much o f  a p ro b le m  a n y w a y . 
T h is  was. t h e i r  f o u r t h  a n d  
m ost s e r io u s  e r r o r .  The 
f i r s t  m is ta k e  b e in g  t o  
c h o o s e  E a r t h  a s  a s u i t a b l e  
p l a c e  f o r  s t u d y ,  t h e  s e c o n d  
f o r  GJ ac to  l o c a t e  h i m s e l f  
i n  D u b l in ,  c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  
C a t h o l i c  I r e l a n d  Id o w n to w n  
New Y o rk  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a 
l o t  b e t t e r ! ,  a n d  th e  t h i r d  
h i s  c h o ic e  o f  s u b j e c t .

To  th e  u n t n v o lv e d  o b s e r v e r  
G ia c * s  a p p ro a c h  may seem  
c a s u a l  t o  th e  p o i n t  o f  b e in g  
c r i m i n a l l y  c a r e l e s s ,  b u t  
G la c  was a v e r y  o r d i n a r y ,  
a v e r a g e  t o  m e d io c re  s o r t  o f  
s t u d e n t ,  n o t g r e a t l y  
I n c l i n e d  to  a c a d e m ic  
f e r v o u r , He w a n te d  to  
c o m p le te  h i s  s t u d i e s  a n d  g e t  
h i m s e l f  a c c r e d i t e d  w i t h
a b s o lu t e  m inim um  p o s s ib le  
e f f o r t .  He a ls o  w a n te d  t o  
s p e n d  a s  much t im e  an hn 
c o u ld  w i t h  h i s  p a r t n e r  
C a p r la a n  in  p u r s u i t  O f 
p o s s ib ly  a m e n a b le  f e m a le s ,  
a n d  In  p e r f e c t i n g  h ln  l a t e s t  
b o d y h a ir  p a t t e r n s ,  He h a d  
r e c e n t l y  a c h ie v e d  a
p a r t i c u l a r l y  f e t c h i n g
f r a c t a l  s p i r a l  in  lu s t r o u s  
deep  p u r p le  c u r l s  a l l  a ro u n d  
h i s  t o r s o ,  o u t  a lo n g  h lg  
v a r i o u s  lim b s  and back  
a g a in .  I t  was j u s t  a s h ad e  
l i g h t e r  th a n  h i s  m ana, and  
c o n t r a s t e d  b e a u t i f u l l y  w i t h  
h i s  p a l e  ta n  s k i n .  He 
b e l i e v e d  f i r m l y  t h a t  no 
b e in g  w i t h  a n y  s o r t  o f  
i n t e r e s t  In  J ig s a w  p u z z le s ,  
b o x  o r  a p p l i e d  t o p o lo g y  
c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  r e s i s t  
r u n n in g  a  f i n g e r ,  to n g u e  o r  
o t h e r  s u i t a b l e  a p p e n d a g e  
a lo n g  1 t e  v a r i o u s  c u r v e s  and  
s e e l n g / f e e l i n g  w h e re  I t  a l l  
e n d e d  u p . He a ls o  b e l i e v e d



t h a t  h i s  many a n d  v a r i e d  
p h y s ic a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  w o u ld  
m ore th a n  make up f o r  a n y  
s l i g h t  f e e l i n g s  o f  d i s q u i e t  
an E a r t h  p e r s o n  m ig h t  
e x p e r ie n c e  i f  s /h e  saw  
th r o u g h  h i s  d i s g u is e  and  
n o t ic e d  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
b e tw e n n  th e m . He was t o t a l l y  
u n a w a re  o f  E a r th -h u m a n s ’ 
a b i l i t y  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  
b e tw e e n , a n d  e a c t  t o ,  q u i t e  
m in o r c o lo u r  v a r i a t i o n s .

H is  d is g u is e  was q u i t e  
p a s s a b le .  F i r s t  o f  a l )  he 
a m a lg a m a te d  h i s  tw o  p a i r s  o f  
a rm s , w h ic h  g a v e  h im  th e  
b u r l y  lo o k  o f  a k e e n  
b o d y b u i ld e r .  He l e f t  h is  
mane In  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c o lo u r )  
a p u r p le  so  deep  a s  t o  be 
v e r y  n e a r l y  b l a c k ,  and  
t w i s t e d  i t  i n t o  d r e a d lo c k s  
o f  t h e  same t h i c k n e s s  a s  h is  
f e e l e r s .  So th e y  w o u ld n ’ t  be 
s e e n  u n le s s  he 
a b s e n tm i r>dad iy  u s e d  them  to  
t u r n  th e  p a g e  o f  a  b o o k , o r  
a d j u s t  h i s  t i e .  He w o re  a 
b la c k  p i n s t r i p e  s u i t ,  v e r y  
w e l l  c u t ,  s i l k  s h i r t ,  so cks  
a n d  t i e ,  a C a r t i e r  w a tc h  and  
G u c c i s h o e s . A l l  o f  w h ic h  he 
h a d  t r a n s m i t t e d  o u t  o f  a 
d i s p la y  in  a N e im a n  M a rc u s  
on th e  way down.

He h ad  p r e v i o u s ly  p a r k e d  h is  
s p a c e  s h ip  b e h in d  t h e  m oon, 
a n d  t r a v e l l e d  t h s  r e s t  o f  
th e  way in  a  h ig h s p e e d  
l a n d e r ,  w h ic h  he l e f t  i n  
f u l l  v ie w  o f  an y  p a s s e r s - b y  
in  a F i e l d  a m id s t  o t h e r  
r u s t i n g  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  
v e h i c l e s  on  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  
t h e  c i t y .  He d i d n ' t  c a r r y  
m uch e q u ip m e n t w i t h  h im , 
j u s t  o n e  h o l d a l l  w i t h  some 
fo o d  s u p p le m e n ts ,  a s o n ic  
c le a n e r  f o r  s e l f  and  
c l o t h i n g ,  a m in i m em ory and  
n o te  t a k e r  f o r  w r i t i n g  h ie  
t h e s i s ,  p o r t a b l e  t r a n s m a t  In  
c a s e  he n e e d e d  a n y  o t h e r  
i te m s  o f  E a r t h  m a n u fa c tu r e  
(s u c h  a s  a d d i t i o n a l  

c u r r e n c y )  a n d  some s p a re  
p o w e rp a c k s .

I t  was a lo n g  w a lk  I n t o  
to w n , a n d  he m b  w o rn  o u t  by 
th e  t im e  he a r r i v e d .  
A c c o m m o d a tio n  c o u ld  h ave  
b e e n  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t 
f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  was e a r l y  
sum m er. H u n d re d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  
w e re  d e p a r t in g  d a i l y ,  n o t to  
r e t u r n  t i l l  a u tu m n , so  t h e r e  
w e re  v a c a n c y  s ig n a  up 
e v e r y w h e r e .  The f l r a t  f l a t  
he lo o k e d  a t  was d a n k , 
s m e l ly ,  e x p e n s iv e  and  
c ro w d e d  w i t h  a p p a l l i n g  
o b j e c t s  c a l l e d  f u r n i t u r e  by 
th e  l a n d l o r d .  R ia c  d i s l i k e d  
th e  la c k  o f  s p a c e , b e in g  
u s e d  t o  s le e p in g  in  an  
a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  ro p e s  e lu n g  
fro m  w a l l s  a n d  c e i l i n g .  He 
was n o t  p r e p a r e d  to  go  
n a t i v e  t o  th e  e x t e n t  o f  
s le e p in g  In  a b e d , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n e  t h a t  
a p p e a r e d  t o  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a 
r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n .

On th s  s t e p s  tn  f r o n t  o f  th e  
s e c o n d  p l a c e  th e  la n d la d y  
lo o k e d  a t  h im  b e a d i l y  and  
s a i d  " T h s  s ig n  dons s a y  t h a t  
t h e  f l a t  w o u ld  a u l t  o n e  o r  
tw o  g i r l s " .  M e a n in g  t h a t  ©he 
w o u ld  n o t  be s u i t e d  by on e  
r a t h e r  o d d - lo o k in g  m a le  as  
a n  a l t e r n a t i v e .

F i n a l l y ,  on  h i s  f i f t h  
a t t e m p t  he F o und  t h e  p e r f e c t  
p l a c e .  A l a r g e ,  l i g h t  a i r y  
room on  a  ta p  F lo o r  in  L o w er 
L e e s o n  S t r e e t ,  a lm o s t  
t o t a l l y  e m p ty . The la n d l o r d  
c a l l e d  i t  s e m i - f u r n ls h e d  
a c c o m o d a t io n , a n d  s a id  
apo 1o g e t i c a 1 1 y " I t  c a n  g e t  a 
b i t  n o is y  h e r e  a t  n i g h t  now, 
b u t  s u r e  y o u  w o n 't  m in d  t h a t  
w i l l  y o u ” , a s  hs p o c k e te d  a 
f a i r l y  t h i c k  wad o f  n o te s  
o n ly  r e c e n t l y  l i b e r a t e d  fro m  
a  n e a rb y  h o l e - i n - t h e - w a l l  
bank m a c h in e . G la c  s m i le d  
a n d  s h u t  t h e  d o o r on  him  
H l t h  a s ig h  o f  r e l i e f .  He 
w ie  to o  e x h a u s te d  t h a t  
e v e n in g  t o  do m ore  t h a n  c u r l  
up in  a c o r n e r  a n d  s l e e p ,  so 
d s a p ly  t h a t  ho n e i t h e r  h s a rd
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n o r a n y t h in g  F a r  ha I f  a 
w ro k  ,

lie  rAvpnoi.1’5, c ra m p e d  
a n d  u n c o m f o r t a b Ie , h a v in g  
f o r g o t t e n  t o  ta k e  h l 8 
c lo t h e s  o f f  b e fo r e  
c o l  l a p p in g .  Th ey  lo o k e d  l i k e  
he f e l t ,  c ru m p le d  and d u E ty . 
He p e e le d  them o f f  and  
yaw n ed  h u g e ly ,  s t r e t c h i n g  
a n d  s h a k in g  a l l  h i s  arm s and  
l e g s .  Then he l im b e r e d  up 
f o t  a w h i l e ,  l e a p in g  and  
b o u n d in g  fro m  f l o o r  t o  w a l l  
to  c e l l i n g .

I t  was a S a t u r d a y ,  a n d  s ix  
a-.m . lo c a l  t im e .  The p e o p le  
in  th e  f l a t  b e lo w  h i e  had  
o n ly  lu s t  f a l l e n  a s le e p  
a f t e r  th e  u s u a l F r i d a y  n ig h t  
r a c k e t  t a i l e d  o f f  a ro u n d  
F i v e .  Then th e  p l a s t e r  
s t a r t e d  f a l l i n g  o f f  t h e i r  
c e i l i n g s  fro m  a l l  th e  
b a n g in g  a b o u t u p s t a i r s .  T h ey  
w e re  m o s t ly  y o u n g , h u n g 
o v e r ,  e x t r e m e ly  p i s s e d - o f f  
w i t h  th e  n o is e  a n d  y e t  
f a i r l y  r e l u c t a n t  to  a c t u a l l y  
g e t  u p , g e t  d r e s s e d  a n d  p lo d  
u p s t a l r q  to  c o n f r o n t  and  
h o p e f u l l y  q u ie t e n  th e  
l u n a t i c  a b o v e . The n o is e  
s to p p e d  b e f o r e  an y  o n e  o f  
them  g a t  th e m s e lv e s  n e a r  
Eno ugh t o g e t h e r  to  a c t u a l l y  
do an y  o f  th e  t h in g s  t h e y ’ d 
t h r e a t e n e d .

M e a n w h i le ,  back on  th e  to p  
f l o o r ,  G la c  was f e e l i n g  a 
l o t  m ore c h e e r f u l .  tie  
c le a n e d  up h is  c lo t h e s  and  
g o t  t h e  c r e a s e s  o u t  as b e s t  
he c o u l d ,  d r e s s e d , a n d  w e n t 
b o u n d in g  down th e  s t a i r s  in  
s e a r c h  o f  fa o d  a n d  some 
r o p e s  and h o o ks  to  f i x  up a 
d e c e n t  b e d d in g  a r r a n g e m e n t .  
T h e  c i t y  lo o k e d  l o v e l y  in  
t h e  m o rn in g  l i g h t ,  and  
d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y  e m p ty  and  
Q u i e t .  N o th in g  was o p e n , 
t h e r e  w e re  v a r y  fn w  p e o p le  
a b o u t ,  a n d  th e s e  w e re  I n t e n t  
o n  t h a j r  own b u B in e s 6 and  
u n i n t e r e s t e d  in  a n y  fo rm  o f  
c o n v e r s a t io n .  H e* t r i e d  

a s k in g  o n e  o r  tw o  f o r  
d i r e c t i o n s ,  b u t o n ly  g o t  a 
s t a r e  o r  a ” 5 o r r y ,  I ’ m a 
s t r a n g e r  h a r e  m y s e l f "  In  
r e p l y .

E v e n t u a l l y  he fo u n d  a 
r e s t a u r a n t  o p e n in g  up  w h ic h  
a d v e r t i s e d  a “F u l l  I r i s h  
B r e a k f a s t . "  T h ia  s o u n d e d  
r e a s o n a b ly  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  so  
he w e n t in  a n d  o r d e r e d  th a  
c o m p le te  m en u. I t  was g o o d , 
l o t s  o f  p r o t e i n  sw im m in g  In  
f a t ,  a n d  p l e n t y
c a r b o h y d r a t e s  a lo n g s id e  f o r  
b u lk .  He t a s t e d  t h e  t e a ,  
s p l u t t e r e d  a n d  d e c id e d  
a g a i n s t -  I t  f e l t  d a n g e ro u s  
in  h is  m o u th . He th o u g h t  he 
m ig h t g e t  d ru n k  o r  h ig h  on  
i t  s o m e tim e , b u t  r i g h t  now 
he w a n te d  to  s t a y  c o o ) and  
s o b e r .  When h e ’ d f i n i s h e d  
th e  m eal h e  d e c id e d  t o  go 
back t o  th e  to p  o f  t h e  menu 
a n d  s t a r t  a g a in .  T w ic e  ro u n d  
was J u s t  b e g in n in g  t o  ta k e  
th e  e d g e  o f  h i s  h u n g e r ,  and  
he was a b o u t to  o r d e r  a g a in  
when he r e a l i s e d  t h a t  on e  
ro u n d  was p r o b a b ly  t h e  lo c a l  
n o rm , and h e 'd  b e t t e r  pay  
a n d  le a v e  b e f o r e  a t t r a c t i n g  
u n d u e  a t t e n t i o n .  A nyw ay hg 
q u i t e  f e l t  l i k e  a c h a n g e  o f  
s c e n e , so  hp p a id  a t  th e  
c a s h  desk a n d  w e n t o u t .  H e’ d 
w a tc h e d  o t h e r  c u s to m e r s  go  
th r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e ,  and  
f o l lo w e d  i t  c a r e f u l l y ,  
r e f l e c t i n g  a s  he d i d  so  t h a t  
e x c h a n g in g  same fo rm  o f  
c u r r e n c y  f o r  g o o d s  o r  
s e r v ic e s  a p p e a r e d  to  be 
u n i v e r s a l  in  a way t h a t  
p b y s lc a l / a n a t o m ! c a l  c r i t e r i a  
w e re  n o t -

A f t e r  e a t i n g  i n  f i v e  m ore  
r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  c a f e s  G ta c  
F o und h i m s e l f  on  th e  c i t y  
c e n t r a  q u a y s , b e s id e  a 
s h ip c h a n d le r s ,  w h e re  he 
b o u g h t a c o l l  o f  r o p e  a n d  an 
a s s o r tm e n t  o f  s t e e l  h o o k s , 
r i n g s ,  t o o ls  a n d  f i x i n g s  to  
r i g  up a s le e p in g  web in  h ie  
f l a t .  The shop  a s s i s t a n t  was 
i n c u r i o u s .  He h ad  c u s to m e rs



o f  a l l  s o r t s  c o m in g  in ,  
f o r e lg n e n g  a$ o f t e n  as n o t ,  
a n d  he knew w e l l  t h a t  
S e a g o in g  men o f t e n  lo o k  
ou t i a n d i s h .

G la c  w en t home a n d  s t a r t e d  
w o rk , d r i l l i n g  a n d  h am m erin g  
h o le s  i n  th e  M a i ls  a n d  
c e i l i n g  a n d  t r y i n g  to  f i x  
h i s  h o o k s . H b  w a s n ’ t  b e in g  
v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  th e y  o f t e n  
p u l l e d  O u t a g a in  a s  s o o n  an 
he t e s t e d  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h .  In  
th e  e n d  he h ad  t o  make th e  
web a l o t  b ig g e r  th a n  h e 'd  
o r  1g 1 n a 1 1y p la n n e d ,  u s in g  
w h a te v e r  few  s o l i d  f i x i n g  
p o i n t s  h e 'd  m an ag ed  t o  F in d  
in  t h e  room , w h ic h  by t h a t  
t im e  was b e g in n in g  t o  lo o k  
l i k e  a bomb s i t e .  A t  l a s t  i t  
was d o n e , a n d  he h e a v e d  a 
hu ge s ig h  o f  r e l i e f ,  a n d  g o t  
r e a d y  t o  go o u t  a g a in ,  t h i s  
t im e  to  r e l a x ,  e n jo y  
h i m s e l f ,  m aybe e v e n  h a v e  
some o f  t h a t  E a r t h  te a  
b e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  w o rk  i n  h ie  
f i e l d  s t u d ie s  Ln t h e  
m o ra l ng .

T h e r e  was a k n o c k  a t  h is  
d o o r . He h a d n ’ t  e x p e c te d  
t h i s ,  a n d  d i d n ’ t  know  
e x a c t l y  how to  h a n d le  i t *  
S in c e  he c o u ld  h a r d ly  
p r e t e n d  to  be o u t ,  he o p en ed  
th e  d o o r ,  s m i le d ,  s a id  
n o t h in g ,  w a i t e d .  J u d g in g  by 
th e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  th e  bumps 
in  f r o n t  he th o u g h t  t h i a  
p e r s o n  was p r o b a b ly  f e m a le ,  
th o u g h  h e r  a p p a r e n t  
f r a g i l i t y  a n d  s o m e th in g  
a b o u t  h e r  a u ra  re m in d e d  him  
so s t r o n g l y  o f  C a p r ia o n  t h a t  
he s u d d e n ly  f e l t  a  d e e p  pang  
o f  l o n e l i n e s s  a n d  lo n g i n g .

She was a b o u t h i s  h e i g h t ,  
1 6 0  cm o r  s o , f a i r l y  p u d g y , 
w i t h  s h o r t  s p ik y  h a i r  w h ic h  
s h e ’ d s t r e a k e d  a n d  d ie d  in  
v a r i o u s  s h a d e s  o f  o r a n g e  and  
y e l l o w  o v e r  d a rk  bro w n  
r o o t s .  H er e y e s  w e re  bro w n  
a n d  u n f r i e n d l y .

She lo o k e d  a t  him  e s v e r s l y

a n d  e a i d  " H i .  I ’ m J u l i e  and  
I 1 1 v e  i n t h e  f l a t  
d o w n s t a ir s .  You w oke me up 
a t  a n  u n g o d ly  h o u r  t h i a  
m o r n in g , a n d  now y o u ’ re  
b a n g in g  on  t h e  w a l l s  a g a in .  
I d o n ’ t  know w h a t y o u ’ r e  
d o in g ,  a n d  I d o n ’ t  c a r s ,  b u t 
w h a te v e r  i t  i s  I w a n t y o u  to  
S to p . T h is  i n s t a n t . ” He 
m oved s id e w a y s  a l i t t l e  and  
sh e  lo o k e d  p a s t  h i s  s h o u ld e r  
a n d  saw ro p e w o rk  s t r e t c h i n g  
fro m  f l o o r  to  c e i l i n g  to  
w a l l  to  c e l l i n g  to  w a l l  t o  
w a l l  to  f l o o r  to  ....................
Th ey  b o th  s p o k e  a t  o n c e ;
"W hat tn  th e  name o f  G od Is  
t h a t ? 11

” l ’ m v e r y  s n r r y .  I t ’ s 
f i n i s h e d  now so t h e r e  w on’ t  
be a n y  m o r e . . . ’
T h e r e  was a p a u s e , d u r in g  
w h ic h  he lo o k e d  a t  h e r  
s i l e n t l y  a n d  t h o u g h t  how 
u n l i k e  a  fe m a le  e h e  w a s , in  
h i s  e x p e r i e n c e .  S h e  was e v e n  
a b i t  s m a ) le r  th a n  h im , and  
le s s  m u s c u la r .  In  f a c t ,  he 
d id n ’ t  f e e l  t h r e a t e n e d  by 
h e r  a t  a l l .  He s te p p e d  back  
a n d  a s k e d  "W o u ld  you I l k a  to  
aae? *'

She h e s i t a t e d .  T h is  guy 
lo o k e d  r e a l l y  o d d  t o  h e r ,  
o b v io u s ly  some s o r t  o f  
f o r e i g n e r  w i t h  t h a t  h a i r ,  
th o u g h  h i e  c lo t h e s  d id  n o t 
go w i t h  h e r  im ag e  o f  a R a s ta  

he h ad  m ore  o f  th e  
u p m a rk e t  e x e c u t i v e  VP lo o k ,  
a s u p e r - y u p p ie  p e r h a p s .  
S t r a n g e .  H e r c u r i o s i t y  
f o u g h t  h a r d  w i t h  h e r  s e n s e  
o f  c a u t i o n ,  a n d  c u r i o s i t y  
w o n. She w a n t in  a n d  lo o k e d  
a ro u n d .
" J a n a y  M a c , a r e  you an  
a r t i s t  o r  s o m e th in g ?  W h a t’ s 
t h e  la n d lo r d  g o in g  to  s ay  
w hen he s e e s  t h i a ? "  G la c  
s m i le d ,  s h ru g g e d , s a id  
n o th in g  a s  he w a tc h e d  h e r  
p ic k  h e r  w ay ro u n d  t h s  room  
h a v in g  a go o d  lo o k  a t  
e v e r y t h in g  in  e i g h t .  T h is  
d id n ’ t  t a k e  v e r y  lo n g ,  s in c e  
a s id e  fro m  th e  now c o m p le te d  
bedw eb i t  o n ly  c o n t a in e d  a
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built-in kitchen unit with 
minute cooker, fridge, sink 
and cupboard) a short wide 
shelf about three foot up 
one wall beside it which 
presumably could do duty as 
a  table, Glac’s holdall in 
one corner, a few toole and 
Gome left over rope on the 
floor. That wag it.
"You haven't got much In 
here, have you? Not even a 
cup or a plats," shs said, 
opening the Ohly and empty 
cupboard. He smiled again 
and said "1 suppose not very 
much. But I will get some 
things. What do you 
suggest?" 'Ah', she thought, 
enlightened 'another one 
that's never been away from 
home before* And 1 bet his 
mother did everything for 
him, and he never had to 
lift a finger either. And 
now he’s totally clueless.’
"Well, T suppose you could 
do with a few bits of 
crockery and stuff, and a 
kettle and a teapot and a 
. He Interrupted. "Wait, 
wait, slow down pleasa, ] 
Can’t remember ao much so 
fast,"
0y that time she'd forgotten 
to be wary of thle stranger, 
and her curiosity had 
doubled and redoubled. She 
thought of how best to get 
him talking, get some 
answers to all the questions 
bubbling up in her, and 
suggested “How about a cup 
of tea in my place then? 
I’ll wrI to out a I let of 
etuff you’ll probably want. 
Are ' you over here working 
for one of those big 
American companies?"
"Thank you, 1 would like 
tea. No, not tewaetjy 
American," he replied 
polite1y ,wlth an Infuriating 
lack of garrulity, and 
followed her down the 
stairs.

Julie's flat was just below 
Giac'e, with a similar 
layout. The door opened Inta 
a bedsittingroom, with a 
tiny kitchenette curtained 
off in the far corner. It 
was carpeted, and furnished 
with a aofa, bod, table, two 
Chairs, tv. stereo and a 
large cupboard or wardrobe. 
Biac stood just inside the 
doorway, looking around, and 
trying to picture Julie’s 
life in this place. Julia 
walked over to the 
kitchenette to put the 
kettle on, turned) saw him 
etill standing In the 
doorway, and went back 
towards him, saying "Coma on 
in and sit down." Aa she did 
so a furred beast with four 
legs emerged from behind tha 
curtain and walked towards 
them, making threatening 
noi 6es-
Glac stared, screamed with 
fright, grabbed Julie’a head 
with two arms, hia own with 
two more, all four bursting 
out of hln ghirte1eevea. 
Terrified by the sound, the 
sudden grab, purple hair 
glimpsed through torn cloth, 
the thought 'Omlgod so many 
arms’ she screamed even 
louder and found herself 
instantaneously cowering on 
top of the cupboard at the 
far aids of the room. They 
both froze, panting, she 
staring at him, he staring 
at the beast. Meanwhile the 
old tabby ambled matter-of- 
factly across tha carpet, 
sniffed at tha top of Giac’s 
left shoe, and wiped its 
whiskers on his leg, etill 
purring loudly. At thle he 
shrieked again and wrapped 
>11 his arms and feelers In 
a tangle round hie head.
Ha peered through a cluster 
of elbows and pleaded 
"Julie, I’m frightened. Make 
it go away." "You're 
frightened!" she roared in 
sudden outrage., "How the

//.



fork do you think 1 fool, 
you great gormless purple 
eejlt 7 ” , Her voice rising 
higher And louder with every 
word. "Who are you anyway" 
Where did you come from? 
What are ynu doing here? Why 
pick on me?" c k esc e ndo J ng In 
a squeak - Sho stoppnd for 
breath, noticed the cat 
still at his feet and he 
still wrapped In a panicked 
tangle of his own limbs.
ail of a sudden he reminded 
her of an ^nimatod Victorian 
pomander on legs. The 
thought made her giggle, and 
her fear left her, pushed 
out by laughter, "Oh core 
here A M  st air” she said, got 
down off the cupboard, not 
without some difficulty, 
picked up the cat and sat 
down with it on the sofa. 
” 0 k now, I’ve got him, 
Nobody’s going to hurt you - 
Come out of that and explain 
your seif."
He didn’t move. "Arg you 
sure its safe7 ” he asked. 
"Cours® I’m sure. Have you 
never seen a cat before?" 
” May be not. exactly. Where I 
romp from there is Bomethlng 
which lonks and Rounds like 
that, And it will break a  
person's skull and eat his 
brai ns."
"Ah, go way, yer having me 
o n . . ........... " pause .
"Real I y?”
"Yes”
‘■Right", she said, stood up, 
put the cat outside the door 
and Shut it Firmly,
"Is that better?"
"Yes'1, and he started to 
u nw I nd.
She watched, fascinated, and 
beginning to feel Fearful 
again as his strangeness 
became more and mare 
apparent. After the first 
Shock she‘d reacted to him 
almost as if he were a two- 
dimensional cartoon
character on telly. This 
"unreality" gave her a sense 

of distance and safety, • 
feel 1 ng I ike - * i t*s ' • 
dream, It's a comedy, it’s 
harmless.' Then, given time 
to think, to look again and 
start taking in ths 
information her eyes gave 
her, she experienced an 
incroAslng Genes of dread as 
she realised this was here 
and now, happening, and sha 
was awake already. She 
stayed near the door, ready 
to lot the cat In again if 
Glac made any sort of 
threatening move. He 
finished unwinding himself 
and Just stood there, 
staring at her mournfully. 
He felt very vulnerable, in 
an impossible situation with 
no idea of how to . get 
himself out of it.
Presently, seeing he wasn't 
about to do or say anything, 
she sighed and went to put 
the kettle on.
"I suppose we might as well 
have that tea anyway. God 
knows I could do with 
something stronger right 
now, but this is all I 1 ve 
got in the housB." She gave 
him a mugful), pointed at 
thg sofa and said "Sit down 
over there. And naw tel 1 
me . "
He obeyed. Sat. Drank some 
tea. Started to speak. 
Stopped again. Looked at 
her. Drank more tea, sighed 
and stretched and wriggled 
about a bit. "This 1 b  good 
Stuff, this tea." The tannin 
was beginning to hit him, he 
felt increasingly 
lightheaded and expansive, 
less and less aware of any 
possible dangers. Julie was 
getting impatient - her 
visitor had obviously lost 
his fears, but she still 
wasn’t getting any answers. 
In fact, G 1 ac had gone 
through two mug of tea I n 
about five minutes flat, and 
from silent terror to a 
relaxed, laid-back readiness
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to  t a l k  a n d  t a l k  In  th n  sama 
s e c t i o n  o f  t im e .  He b a b b le d .  
She g o t  I n c r e a s i n g l y  
a n n o y e d , r e f u s e d  t o  g i v e  h im  
an y  m ore  t e a  -  w h ic h  may 
h a v e  s a v e d  h i s  l i f e ,  h e ’ d 
n e a r l y  n o ’ d on i t  a l r e a d y  
and e v e n t u a l l y  h a u le d  him  
b o d i l y  o u t  o f  th e  c h a i r ,  up 
t h e  s t a i r s  a n d  b ack  t o  h is  
own f l a t .

" I ' l l  s e e  y o u  to m o rro w "  she  
s a i d  o m in o u s ly  "When y o u ’ r e  
s o b e r , "  a n d  s to m p e d  o f f  down 
to  h e r  own p l a c e  w h e re  she 
s lam m ed  t.j-ia d o o r t o  w i t h  a 
h o r r e n d o u s  c r a s h  w h ic h  he 
a b s o l u t e l y  f a i l e d  to  n o t i c e .

He lo o k e d  b l e a r i l y  a b o u t ,  
t a k i n g  h i s  c lo t h e s  o f f  and  
d r o p p in g  them  a ro u n d  h l 5 
f e e t .  T h en  he gaw th e  
bed w eb , c r a w le d  i n t o  i t s  
s t r a n d s  a n d  p a s s e d  o u t .  I t  
was r a i n i n g  w hen he cams t o ,  
a n d  th e  w e a th e r  m a tc h e d  h ie  
mood w i t h  p r e c i s i o n :  g r e y ,  
w e t a n d  m i s e r a b l e ,  w i t h  no 
s ig n  o f  l i g h t  on  th e  
h o r i z o n .  H is  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
th e  e v e n in g  w i t h  J u l i e  was 
v a g u e , w i t h  b la n k  s p o ts  h e r e  
a n d  t h e r e .  He a ls o  
re m e m b e re d  f e e l i n g  t e r r i f i e d  
o f  t h e  p e t  a n im a l s h e  k e p t  
a n d  to u c h e d  so c a r e l e s s l y .  
He a l s o  re m e m b e re d  f u e l i n g  
r l d i c u l o u s y  hap p y  l a t e r  o n , 
a n d  t r y i n g  t o  pay  h e r  a 
c o m p lim e n t ,  a n d  h e r  a n g e r  a t  
t h i s .  S o m e th in g  o r  o t h e r  
a b o u t  h e r  b e in g  t b s  s i z e  and  
s h a p e  p e r s o n  he c o u ld  t r u l y  
be f r i e n d s  w i t h ,  a n d  how 
no b o d y c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  
im a g in e  s h e  w as r e a l l y  
f e m a le .  H e * d  a ls o  t o l d  h e r  
why h e  was on  E a r t h ,  a n d  in  
D u b l i n ,  a n d  th e  t i t l e  o f  h ie  
t h e s i s .  T h l b  m ade h e r  a n g r y  
t o o .

He s t a r e d  o u t  a t  th e  r a i n  
a n d  w o n d e re d  w hen » h e ‘ d 
r e p o r t  h im  t p  th e  
a u t h o r i t i e a ,  a n d  w h a t .  I f  
a n y t h in g ,  he c o u ld  do a b o u t  
t h a t .  He c o u l d n ' t  t h i n k  o f  

a n y t h in g  u s e f u l .  a n d  w e n t 
b ack  to  b e d , d a n g l in g  l i m p ly  
i n  t h e  r o p e s  l i k e  a heap  o f  
p u r p le  a n d  ta n  s p a g h e t t i .  He 
d i d n ’ t  know i t ,  b u t  he was 
a ls o  s u f f e r i n g  fro m  p o a t -  
t a n l n  d s p r a s s io n  a f t e r  
d r i n k i n g  to o  m uch t e a ,  and  
t h e  e f f e c t s  w o u ld  l a s t  
a n o t h e r  tw e n ty  f o u r  h o u r s ,  A 
l i t t l e  e t h a n o l  in  h o t  m i lk  
w o u ld  h ave  s o r t e d  h im  o u t  
n i c e l y ,  b u t he d i d n ’ t  know 
t h a t  e 1 t h e r .

T h e r e  was a kn o ck  a t  th e  
d o o r . He w a lk e d  o v e r ,  o p en ed  
i t ,  s to o d  a s id e  t o  l e t  J u l i e  
I n .  She seem ed in  a n e u t r a l  
m ood.
"How a r e  you f e e l i n g  now ?” 
sh e  a s k e d .
" A l l  r i g h t , "  he s a i d ,  " n o t  
d ru n k  an y  m o re . And I ’ m 
s o r r y  I a n g e re d  y o u . W hat 
a r e  y o u  g o in g  t o  do?"
"A b o u t w h a t? "
"A b o u t me. b e in g  h e r e .  B e in g  
a l i e n .  W a n tin g  t o  s tu d y  
s t u f f  y o u  d o n ’ t  l i k e  t o  know 
a b o u t .  A l l  t h a t .  A re  you  
g o in g  to  r e p o r t  m e?”
“ W hat w o u ld  y o u  do I f  I 
d i d ? ”
" I do n ' t  k now. I ’ m g o t ng to  
be in  deep  t r o u b l e  w i t h  my 
own p e o p le  a t  home a n y w a y . 
A f t e r  a l l ,  I was s u p p o s e  to  
s t a y  u n d e r  c o v e r  and  
u n n o t i c e d ,  a n d  a f t e r  o n ly  a 
fe w  d ays  h e r e  you a r e  
k n o w in g  a l l  a b o u t me. And i t  
lo o k s  l i k e  1 w o n ’ t  g e t  my 
t h e s i s  w r i t t e n  e i t h e r . “ They  
w e re  b o th  s i l e n t  f o r  a 
w h l 1 e -

"Do y o u r  p e o p le  h a v e  t o  f i n d  
o u t? "  sh e  a s k e d .
11N , ,  n o t  I f  you d o n ’ t  t e l l  
y o u r s . . . . "  he s ta m m e re d  In  
s u d d e n  h o p e .
" W e l l ,  I ’ v e  b e e n  t h i n k i n g  
a b o u t  t h i s ,  ’ Sa m a t t e r  o f  
f a c t  I ’ v e  b e e n  up n e a r l y  a l l  
n i g h t ,  1 t h o u g h t  -  who do I 
go to ?  T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s ?  T h ey  
w o u ld n ’ t  know w h a t t o  do 
w i t h  som eone a s  f o r e i g n  n



you S p e c ia l  B ra n c h ?  t 
d o n ’ t  t r u s t  th e m , t h e y 'd  
p r o b a b ly  h e a t  you up  J u s t  in  
c a s h  an d  th e n  lo c k  you aw»y 
u n t i l  you c a n  p ro v e  y o u 'r e  
n o t so n e  s o r t  o f  s u b v e r s iv e .  
W h ich  c o u ld  be F o r e v e r .  I 
d o n ’ t  r e a l l y  t r u s t  
p o l i t i c i a n s  e i t h e r ,  Or 
J o u r n a l i s t s .  F a c t  I s ,  I 
t h i n k  you b e h a v e d  s t u p i d l y ,  
b u t I d o n ’ t  t h i n k  y o u ’ r e  o u t  
t o  do any  harm  to  a n y b o d y . 
You d o n ’ t n e e d  a c o p , you 
n e e d  a m in d e r .  And I ' v e  g o t 
a p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  make to  you  
a ro u n d  t  ha t . " 

M in d e r  an d  G la c ,  p a r t n e r s .  A 
go o d  nam e, and  a good  
b e g in n in g .  From  t h e r e  th e y  
w e n t on  to  do many t h i n g s

" Oh y e s ?  go o n . "
"My Id e a  i s ,  you g iv e  me th e  
jo b .  I ' v e  b e e n  on th e  d o le  
For a lo n g  w h i l e ,  T h e r e ’ S 
n o th in g  tn  be had h e r e ,  an d  
1 f e e l  m is e r a b l e  an d  b o re d
an d  I 'm  so t i r e d  o f  b e in g  
b ro k e  you w o u ld n ’ t  b e l i e v e .  
So DK, I m in d  you f o r  y o u r  
y e a r  on  E ^ r t h .  1 *1 1  t e l l  you  
w h a t g o es  dow n, how t o  
b e h a v e , w h e re  to  g o , w h a t t o  
d o . I ’ Ll wnrlr w i t h  you n 1 ne 
t o  f i v e ,  Monday to  F r id a y  
For E 200  a w eek c a s h  In  my 
h a n d . l im e  an d  a h a l f  f o r  
o v e r t im e  a n d  d o u b le  t im e  on
S u n d a y s .

And you d o n ’ t  t e l l  th e  
R ev e n u e  C o m m is s io n e rs  a b o u t
me and I ' l l  t e l l  nobody a t
a 1 1 a b o u t y o u . W hat do you
s a y 7 Oh y e s ,  a nd 1 *1 1 h e lp
you wi th  y o u r t h e s 1 s and
A| U J u s t  t  he wr  i 1 1 ng m in d
y o u , an d  lo o k in g up s t u f f  in
book s f o r  yo u  an d 90 o n . You
n e e d n ’ t  t h i n k  I ’ m a b o u t to
g e t  I n t a  a n y t h in g  p h y s ic a l  
w i t h  y o u ."  She g r in n e d  a t  
h im , p le a s e d  w i t h  h e r  own 
d a r in g ,  a n d  t h i n k i n g  ’ T h is  
c o u ld  be a l o t  oF  f u n . ’
He g r in n e d  back a t  h e r ,  
■’M in d e r?  Y e s , p e r f e c t .  kle 
t a k e  han d s  on  i t ? ”
And th e y  d i d ,  he h o ld in g  
e a c h  o f  h e r  h an d s in  tw o  o f  
h i s ,  u p p e r  an d  lo w e r ,  b o th  
o f  them  la u g h in g  a t  an d  w i t h  
e a c h  o t h e r  in  a r i s i n g  t i d e  
o f  g 1e e .



SEX IM  THE TWENTY TH IR D  
CENTURY.
By E l l e n "  G o rm le y .

He w oke up  s l o w l y .  He knew 
t h a t  he was w a k in g  up  and  
was m i l d l y  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  
he w a s n ' t  d e a d . S u r p r is e d  
a n d  p le a s e d .  He h ad  e x p e c te d  
-  he h ad  b e a n  t o l d  -  t h a t  he 
w o u ld  -Feel c o n fu e s d  and  
m u d d le d  w hen he w o ke , b u t  he 
f e l t  w e l l  a n d  c le a r - h e a d e d .  
In  -F a c t, ha r e a l l i a d  w i t h  an 
I n t e r n a l  g r i n ,  w h a t he 
w a n te d  m o s t was to  g e t  l a i d .  
He e to p p e d  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  
t h e  a w a k in g  p r o c e s s  -  t h a t  
w o u ld  go  on  w i t h o u t  h i s  h e lp  

a n d  a l lo w e d  h i m s e l f  to  
t h i n k  a b o u t  s e x .

T h e  f l u i d  m ovem ent o f  e o f t  
s k i n  o v e r  m u s c le , T h e  c u r v e  
w h e re  b u t to c k  m et t h i g h .  
Lo n g  l e g s .  Lo n g  ta n n e d  le g s .  
A r e d  m o u th  w h ic h  h ad  j u s t  
b e e n  k is s e d .  F o r  a  m om ent he 
t h o u g h t  o f  h i b  l o v e r ’ s  f a c e ,  
t r a n s f o r m e d  by p a s s io n ,  b u t 
s t i l l  b e a u t i f u l .  T h en  he 
d is c a r d e d  th e  t h o u g h t .  A l t i e  
h a d  c h o s e n  n o t  t o  coma w i t h  
h im . He h o p e d  t h a t
C a l i f o r n i a  was s t i l l  t h e r e .  
He lo v e d  C a l i f o r n i a n s ,  A i l  
t h a t  lo n g  b le a c h e d  h a i r  and  
th o s e  e v e r - l a s t i n g  t a n a .  
W o u ld  p e o p le  s t i l l  w a a r  
s w im s u its  on  t h e  b e a c h ?  Hs 
h o p e d  n o t .  S w im s u its  s p o i l e d  
h i s  v ie w  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  way 
C a l i f o r n i a n s  w a lk e d  and  
m o ved . He im a g in e d  a 
b e a c h f u l  O f n a k e d  b e a u t ie s  
a n d  s h iv e r e d  a t  t h e  th o u g h t .

"A h ! □□  y o u  a r e  w i t h  u s  
a g a i n , 0  A v o ic e  i n t e r r u p t e d  
h i s  th o u g h t s .  “ W elco m e t o  
t h s  tw e n t y  t h i r d  c e n t u r y . * *

He s a t  up a n d  lo o k e d  a ro u n d . 
T h e  v o ic e  b e lo n g e d  to  a 

b la c k  h a i r e d  woman t n  a 
w h i t e  c o a t .  T h e re  w a s n ’ t  
much b u t  h e r  u n d e r n e a th  i t .  
N o t C a l i f o r n i a n ,  b u t v e r y  
b e a u t i f u l  in  a C e l t i c  s o r t  
o f  w a y , S a h in d  h e r  tw o  m ore  
w h i t e - c o a t e d  women w a tc h e d  
w i t h  1 n t e r e s t .

'‘N ow , h e r e  we a r e  I f  y o u ’ l l  
J u e t  a l t  up h e r e . . . . ’’

” l f y o u ’ 1 I J u s t  s te p o v a r
h e r e , 1 c a n  m ake » u ra t h a t
t h r e e c e n t u r i e s  o f  c r y o g e n ic
s 1 e sp h a v e n ’ t  h a rm e d  y o u , ”

B la c k h a i r  le d  th e  w ay. He
f e l t q u i t e  s te a d y  on h la
F e a t .
■' [ * m Dr A l Is o n  Bym na, J u s t
c a  1 1 me A l i s o n . "  she a a i d
□ v e r h e r  s h o u ld e r .

A p ang  w e n t th r o u g h h im .
A l 1 la , A l l i e ,  w h e re  a r e you?

He h ad  w a tc h e d  S t a r  T r e k ,  
o v e r  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  a g o  and  
h ad  s e e n  Or ricCoy p o i n t  a  
t r i c o r d e r  a t  som eone and  
a n n o u n c e  t h a t  h e r e  was a 
V u lc a n  w i t h  an  e x t r a  h e a r t  
who was i n  p e r f e c t  h e a l t h .  
He h a d  n e v e r  b e l i e v e d  I t .  
Now A l i s o n  was r u n n in g  a 
s m a l l  b e e p in g  In s t r u m e n t  
o v e r  h im  a n d  s e c o n d s  l a t e r  
s h e  p ro n o u n c e d  him  in  to p  
c l a s s  s h a p e . The two  
a s s i s t a n t s  came r u n n in g  up  
t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  h im ,

D v t r  t h e  n e x t  h o u r  o r  tw o , 
so many t h in g s  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  
h l a  im p r e s s io n s  w o re  J u s t  a 
c o n fu s e d  b l u r .  H e  m et a  huge  
num ber o f  p s o p ls ,  a l )  o f  
whom seem ed d e l i g h t e d  t h a t  
he h a d  s u r v iv e d  c r y o g e n ic  
s l e e p .  He h ad  a v a g u e  
im p r e s s io n  t h a t  women now 
h e l d  t h e  b a la n c e  o f  p o w er 
a n d  was g iv e n  a p o t t e d  
h l e t o r y  o f  E a r t h  s in c e  he



l a « t  C O n a c io U B .

T h g r®  h * d  b e e n  a  g r 'o a t  w a r -  
B e f o r e  I t ,  s p a c e  m ig r a t io n  
h a d  hewn common. No** th e  
c o lo n ie s  w ar©  c u t  o f f  fro m  
E a r t h .  Th® e f f e c t s  o f  th e  
w a r s t i l l  a l t e r e d  p e o p ln ’ e 
J i v e s .  He w a s n 't  t o  w o r r y ,  
h o w e v e r .  Someone h ad  had  
e n o u g h  s e n s e  to  s e e  t h a t  h ie  
s le e p  c a p s u le  wa» m oved t o  
w h e re  th s  r a d i a t i o n  c o u l d n ' t  
a f f e c t  h im . Few o t h e r  
s lp p p e r s ,  he d is c o v e r e d  
s a d l y ,  had b e e n  so  lu c k y .

l a t e r  t h a t  e v e n in g ,  A l is o n  
t o l d  h im  m ore a b o u t  th e  
e f f e c t s  o f  th e  r a d i a t i o n .  I t  
h a d  a f f e c t e d  th e  men m o s t ly .  
N o th in g  to o  n o t i c e a b l e  a t  
f i r s t .  J u B t f e w e r  b a b ie s  
b e in g  b o r n .  T h e n , a s  th e  
n u m b er o f  b a b ie s  d ro p p e d , 9 0  
d i d  th e  p e n n y . T h e re  w e ra  
v e r y  fe w  p o t e n t  men l e f t .  
T h o s e  t h a t  w e re  c a p a b le  o f  
f a t h e r i n g  c h i l d r e n  w e re  
c o n s id e r e d  th e  g r e a t e s t  
a s s e t  o f  th e  p l a n e t .  B u t 
th n y  w e re  g e t t i n g  o l d .  Th e  
l a s t  o n e  In  E u ro p e  h ad  d ie d  
t h e  w eek b e f o r e .  He f e l t  
b r e a t h ] e s s  ,

"Am I t o  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  you  
w a n t  rfie h e r e  as a  s t u d ? " ,

A l i s o n  lo o k e d  a n x io u s .  
"W o u ld  i t  be so  bad? L o o k .0  
S h e  g o t  o u t  a f i l e  and  
s p r e a d  i t  o p e n . E v e ry  pag e  
g a v e  th ®  p i c t u r e  and  
s t a t i s t i c s  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  
w om an. He f l i c k e d  th r o u g h  
th e m . E a c h  women wae 
b e a u t i f u l ,  I n t e l l i g e n t ,  
t a l e n t e d .  A l i e o n ’ e  p i c t u r e  
c a u g h t  h i e  e y e ,

" T h e s e  a r e  o u r  p o t e n t i a l  
m o th e r a .  You c a n  t a k e  y o u r  
p i c k  o f  th e m . You d o n ’ t  h a v e  

t o  h a v e  a n y o n e  y o u  d o n ’ t  
w a n t -  A l !  w« a s k  l a  t h a t  you  
g e t  a t  l e a s t  eome o f  them  
p r e g n a n t .  Ths s u r v i v a l  o f  
t h e  human r a c e  d e p e n d s  on  
y o u . "

He lo o k e d  a t  t h e  p i c t u r e s  
a n d  h i s  b e l l y  w e n t c o ld .  
W hat a  p i t y ,  he t h o u g h t ,  
t h a t  In  t h e i r  h a s t e  to  
r e v i v e  h im , th e y  h a d n ’ t  done 
t h e i r  hom ework a n d  fo u n d  o u t  
a b i t  a b o u t  h im  f i r s t .  How 
o n  e a r t h  was h e  g o in g  t o  
t e l l  them  t h a t  he w as 1 00 ’4 
h o m o s e x u a 1?



R o b e r t  0 .  H e i n l e i n  -  A P r o f i l e
Ry J o h n  K e n n y .

R o b e r t  A . H e i n l e i n  d ie d  May 0 ,  1900 p e a c e f u l l y  in  h i s  s le e p .  He was BO 
an d  d e a th  was due t o  em physem a and c o n g e s t iv e  h e a r t  f a i l u r e .  He Mas 
w i t h o u t  d o u b t th e  m o s t I n f l u e n t i a l  a u th o r  I n  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n ,

B o rn  J u ly  7 ,  1907  in  B u t l e r  M i b s a u r i ,  he a t t e n d e d  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
M is s o u r i  an d  th e  US N a v a l A cadem y, g r a d u a t in g  In  ( 9 2 9 .  He th e n  s e r v e d  
on b o a rd  th e  USS L e x in g t o n ,  th e  f i r s t  m o d ern  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  and  
v a r i o u s  d e s t r o y e r s  b u t  a f t e r  f l v u  y e a r s  h ad  to  r e t i r e  due to  
t u b e r c u l o s i s .  O v e r th e  n e x t  fa n  y e a r s  he s t u d i e d  m a th e m a t ic s  and  
p h y s ic s ,  w o rk e d  a t  s i l v e r  m in in g  an d  r e a l  e s t a t e  an d  g a t  in v o lv e d  in  
p o l i t i c s .  A f t e r  b e in g  d e f e a t e d  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a n  S t a t e  A ssem blym an in  
1 9 3 9  an d  d e s p e r a te  f o r  money he to o k  a b a s h  a t  w r i t i n g  a s h o r t  s t o r y  
f o r  a c o n t e s t  in  T h r i l l i n g  W onder B t o r i e e .  H a v in g  w r i t t e n  i t  he 
d e c id e d  to  t r y  a n d  s e l l  i f  p r o f e a s l o n a l l y ,  C o l l i e r s  r e j e c t e d  i t  a n d  he 
s e n t  i t  t o  A s to u n d in g  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n ,  th e n  e d i t e d  by J a h n  W. C am pb el 1 
J r .

C a m p b e l)  a c c e p te d  i t  ( " L i f e l i n e " !  an d  i t  a p p e a r e d  in  th e  A u g u e t 1939  
Is s u e  o f  A s to u n d in g .  Th ue b eg an  H e i n l e i n ' s  Jong c a r e e r  as  a w r i t e r  a n d  
th e  G o ld e n  Age o f  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n ,  H e i n l e i n  was t h e  h e a d s to n e  o f  
C a m p b e l l ’ s g ro u p  o f  w r i t e r s  (w h ic h  in c lu d e d  A s im o v  an d  V an  V o g t )  and
made a n  Im m e d ia te  Im p a c t w i t h  th e  r e a d e r s  w i t h  s t o r i e s  l i k e  “M i s f i t " ,  
" R e q u ie m " , "The  R oads m u s t R o l l " ,  "B lo w u p s  H ap p en " a n d  ” [ f  T h is  Doe» 
□n  Th o se  a l l  b e lo n g e d  to  a n  I n t e r n a l l y  C o n s is t e n t  F u t u r e  H i s t o r y
an d  w hen C a m p b e ll fo u n d  o u t  H e i n l e i n  h ad  a c h a r t  a t  home o u t l i n i n g  t h i e  
h i s t o r y ,  he p u b l i s h e d  i t  Ln A s to u n d in g . T h is  n o t  o n ly  had a p r o fo u n d  
Im p a c t  on  th e  r e a d e r s  b u t  a ls o  many w r i t e r s  who s t a r t e d  u s in g  a f u t u r e  
h i s t o r y  fo r m a t  w i t h i n  w h ic h  to  base  t h e i r  e t o r i e e .  H e i n l e i n ' s  o u tp u t  
was p r o l i f i c  an d  he h ad  t o  u s e  p seudo nym s In  o r d e r  n o t  to  d o m in a te  th e  
c o n t e n t s  p a g e  o f  A s to u n d in g  (a n d  i t s  s l a t e r  mag U nknow n! w i t h  h is  
name (A n so n  Me D o n a ld ,  L y le  M o n ro s , C a le b  S a u n d e rs  a n d  Jo h n  
R iv e r s  1 d e ) .

Me was G u e s t o f  H o n o u r a t  th e  19 4 )  W o rld  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  C o n v e n t io n , 
le s s  th a n  tw o  y e a r s  a f t e r  h ie  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e ,  1942  an d  th e  o u tb r e a k  
o f  th e  S e c o n d  W o r ld  W ar b r o u g h t  h ie  w r i t i n g  to  a h a l t .  He w e n t to  w o rk  
a t  th e  N a v a l A i r  E x p e r im e n t a l  S t a t i o n  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a lo n g  w i t h  Is a a c  
A sim o v  an d  L .  S p ra g u e  Oe Camp w h e re  th e y  w e re  p u t  In  c h a rg e  o f  
d e v e lo p in g  a s p a c e - s u i t  among o t h e r  t h i n g s .  W h ile  t h e r e  he m et 
V i r g i n i a  D o r is  G e r e t e n f e i d ,  a N avy l i e u t e n a n t  whom he m a r r ie d  in  1 94 0  
( t h i s  was h is  s e c o n d  w i f e ,  he  d iv o r c e d  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ,  L e e ly n  Me 
D o n a ld  in  t h e  m i d - f o r t i e n .

A f t e r  th e  w ar he re s u m e d  h ie  w r i t i n g ,  l a r g e l y  g i v i n g  u p  h is  f u t u r e  
h i s t o r y  s t o r i e s .  a n d  s h o r t  8 t o r  le e  in  g e n e r a l  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  m ore 
o n  n o v e ls .  Hlfe F u t u r e  H i s t o r y  s t o r i e s  w e re  c o l l e c t e d  Ln "T h e  MAn Who 
S o ld  Th e Moon" ( 1 9 5 0 ) ,  "T h e  G re e n  H i l l s  o f  E a r t h "  (1 9 5 1 )  an d  " R e v o l t  
in  2 1 0 0 "  ( 1 9 5 3 ) .  L a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  w e re  " M e t h u s e la h 's  C h i l d r e n "  ( 1 9 5 0 ) ,  
"O rp h a n s  o f  t h e  S k y ” <19Ei3> and  " T im e  E no ugh F o r  L a v e "  < 1 9 7 3 ) .  H ie  
n o n -F u L u re  H i s t o r y  s t o r i e s  w e re  c o l l e c t e d  in  "W a ld o  an d  M a g ic  i n c . "  
( 1 9 5 0 ) ,  -" A s s ig n m e n t in  E t e r n i t y "  1 1 9 5 3 ) ,  "T h e  M en ace  From  E a r t h "



< 1 9 5 9 ) And ’ The U n p le a s a n t  P r o f e s s i o n  o f  J o n a th a n  H oog" ( 1 9 5 9 ) .

In  1 9 4 7 , H t? ir» |p |n  w r o te  th e  F i r s t  o f  a la n g  s e r i e s  o f  J u v e n i le  SF 
book s . " R o c k e ts h ip  G a l i l e o "  1 1 9 4 7 ) .  I t  was f o l lo w e d  by ’’S p a c e  C a d e t"  
0 9 4 0 ) ,  ‘'R ed P la n o t "  ( ) 9 4 9 ) ,  " F a rm e r  in  th e  S k y "  < 1 9 5 0 ) ,  " B e tw e e n  
P la n e t s "  < 1 9 5 1 ) ,  ’ S p a c e  F a m ily  S to n e "  ( 1 9 5 2 ) ,  " S ta rm a n  J o n e s "  ( 1 9 5 3 ) ,  
" S t a r  b e a s t " ( 1 9 5 4 ) ,  " T u n n e l in  th e  S k y "  ( 1 9 5 5 ) ,  "Tim ©  f o r  th s  S t a r s ” 
( 1 9 5 6 ? ,  " C i t i z e n s  o f  th e  G a la x y "  ( 1 9 5 7 ) ,  a n d  "H ave  S p a c e  S u i t  -  W i l l  
T r a v e l "  <19 5 B ». J u v e n i le  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  had b e e n  a n  a r e a  v e r y  much 
n e g le c t e d  u n t i l  H e i n l e i n  cam e a lo n g  and h is  f a s t  p a c e d  s t o r i e s  w i t h  
s c i e n t i f i c  in f o r m a t io n  i n t e r s p e r s e d  th r o u g h o u t  was r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  
many y o u n g s te r s  e n t e r i n g  c / i r e s r s  in  s c ie n c e .  A l l  o f  th e s e  b o o ks  a r e  
now r p q a r d e d  as J u s t  as much a d u l t  books as J u v e n i le  a n d  th e  h o s t o f  
t h e s e  s u c h  as "S p a c e  F a m ily  S t o n e " ,  " S t a r b e a s t "  and "H a v e  S p a c e  S u i t  — 
W i l ]  I r a v e l "  a r e  r e g a r d e d  among h i s  b e s t  w o rk  e v e r .

D u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  he p ro d u c e d  f i v e  a d u l t  n o v e ls .  "B eyo n d  T h is  
H o r iz o n "  (J 9 4 8 )  a b o u t g e n e t ic  e n g i n e e r in g ,  "The  Day A f t e r  To m o rrow " 
(1 9 4 9 )  A b o u t an  in v a s io n  by A s i a t i c s ,  "The  P u p p e t M a s te r s "  (1 9 5 1 )  
a b o u t a h  in v a s io n  by A l io n s ,  " D o u b le  S t a r "  (1 9 5 6 )  a b o u t an  a c t o r  
i m per t  i ng a p o l i t i c i a n  ( i t  won a H u g o > and "Th© D oor i n t o  Sum m er" 
( 1 9 5 7 )  a b o u t t im e  t r a v e l .  T h e  f i n a l  t h r e e  h a v e  come t o  be r e g a r d e d  as  

c l a s s i c s .

Py t h i n  s t a g e  he was i n v a r i a b l y  in  th e  to p  t h r e e  SF w r i t e r s  (a lo n g  
w i t h  A s im o v  a n d  C la r k e )  o f  an y  p o p u l a r i t y  p o l l s  a n d  m ore  o f t e n  th a n  
n o t ,  num ber q n ? . The re a s o n  f o r  h i s  a s to u n d in g  s u c c e s s  was h i s  w h o le  
a p p ro a c h  to  w r i t i n g .  H is  d e s c r ip t io n ©  o f  f u t u r e  l i f e  w e re  done in  an 
e v e r y d a y  m anner w i t h  c a s u a l r e fa r e n c E B  to  te c h n o lo g y ,  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  
a n d  w o rk e d  o u t  b u t  s l ip p e d  in  s p a r i n g l y .  T h a t  a n d  m ost o f  th e  a c t i o n  
a n d  s t o r y  h a p p e n in g  th ro u g h  d ia lo g u e  made f o r  s n a p p y , f a s t  p a c e d  
s h p ' i e s  a n d  n o v e ls  w i t h  s u b s ta n c e .

W ith  " S t a r s h i p  T r o o p e r s "  (1 9 5 9 )  h o w e v e r , H e i n l e i n  e n t e r e d  a new p h ase  
e v o k in g  c o n t r o v e r s y  among h i s  r e a d e r s  a n d  f e l l o w  w r i t e r s .  From  h e r e  on 
in  H is  n o v e ls  b e g a n  to  r e f l e c t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  h i s  p o l i t t c l a l  and  
s o c i o l o g i c a l  o p in io n s  to  th e  d e t r im e n t  o f  o f  h ie  s t o r y t e l l i n g .  Rone 
w e re  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t s  e q u a l l y  a t  home w i t h  t h e i r  s l i d o r u l o s  a n d  t h e i r  
F i s t s  t o  be r e p la c e d  by o v e r b lo w n , o p in i o n a t e d  F a t h e r  F ig u r e s  t e l l i n g  
p e o p le  p o l i t i c a l  " t r u t h s " .  I t  was t h i e  p a t r o n i s i n g  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd s  
h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  c a u s e d  many to  w a lk  aw ay in  d is g u s t  fro m  h i s  b o o k s . 
A n o th e r  p ro b le m  was h i s  F e m ale  c h a r a c t e r s ,  a p ro b le m  to  b e g in  w i t h  b u t 
o n e  t h a t  g o t  w o rs e  in  th o s e  l a t e r  n o v e ls .  In  t r y i n g  to  i l l u s t r a t e  
to u g h ,  c o m p e te n t  women who c o u ld  lo o k  a f t e r  th e m s e lv e s  F<e j u s t  e n d e d  
up p a t r o n i s i n g  th e m .

" G t a » s h ip  T r o o p e r s "  was s t i l l  p r e t t y  much In  t h e  v e i n  o f  h is  e a r l i e r  
a c t i o n  books a n d  was in te n d e d  as a j u v e n i l e  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  
v i o l e n c e  a n d  s t r u n g  r i g h t - w i n g  p o l i t i c a l  m es s a g e , i t  was r e l e a s e d  as  
an  a d u l t  n o v e l .  D e s p i t e  t h i s  i t  in  © t i l l  r e g a r d e d  as a c l a s s i c  a n d  i t  
won a H ugo .

I t ’ s h a r d  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H e i n l e i n ’ s n e x t  n o v e l " S t r a n g e r  in  a S t r a n g e  
L a n d "  t 1961 I came fro m  th e  same peri as d id  ’’S t a r s h i p  T r o o p e r s " .  T h is  
n o v e l a d v o c a t in g  F re e  lo v e ,  a m o n g s t o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a n d  w h ic h  a ls o  won a 
H u g o . was l i k e  a d i r e c t  o p p o s i t e  t o  " S t a r s h i p  Ir o c ip g r s "  a n d  was th e  
f i * E t  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  n o v e l to  h i t  th e  New Y o rk  T im e s  b e s t s e l l e r  l i s t .  
I t  b ecam e a c u l t  book w i t h  th e  h ip p y  c u l t u r e  a n d  was l a t e r  s a i d  t o  be 
th ©  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  C h a r le s  M anson  a n d  h ie  c u l t .  U n a b le  t o  r e f u t e  t h i s  
s t o r y ,  H e i n l e i n  l a t e r  h i r e d  a la w y e r  t o  in t e r v i e w  M anson  in  j a i l .  I t  
t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  M anson had n© v© r h e a rd  o f  H e i n l e i n  o r  S t r a n g e r .  As f a r  
as c o n t e n t  is  c o n c e r n e d , t h e r e  is  a way to  r e c o n c i l e  S t a r s h i p  w i t h



Stranger. Heinlein was basically a libertarian which Is generally 
■Form of outlook politically conservative but socially liberal,
He followed thiB with "Podokyne of Mars" <19631 an Inferior Juvenile 
and "Glory Road" <1963) an attempt at fantasy which was well received. 
"Farnham's Freehold” <1964) is a long, painfull political dlaartatlon 
and probably the worst example of thle later phase.
"The Moon is a Harsh Mistreee" 11966) was a wonderful reminder oF his 
best work Of the '50*6. It won a Hugo bringing hia total to 4. He 
followed this with "1 Will Fear No Evil" (1970) as excrutlating as 
“Farnham's Freehold", and "Time Enough For love’1 <1973) featuring 
Lazarus Long, th© main character of "MethueeI ah'e Children".
Heinlein was Guest Of Honour again at the 1961 and 1976 WorldCOns and 
was awarded the First Grand Master Nebula award in 1975. Apart from 
"The Notebooks of Lazarus Long" <1978) and "Expanded Universe" C190O) 
^n expanded version Of "The Worlds of Robert A. Heinlein" 11966) he 
was qulet.
However, in 1980 he made a dramatic return with "The Number of the 
8ea6t" a book vary difficult to read unless you're vary extremely 
familiar with 5F authors and many of their characters. "Friday" <1962) 
wae also unsuccessful mainly due to the main character Friday who is 
raped a number of times and 16 quite nonchalant about it. It wae 
impossible to Identify with her, "Job: A Comedy Of Justice" <19041 was 
more readable and a bestseller. "The Cat Who Walks Through Walla” 
<1905) brings together many characters from hie provide books. "To 
Sall Deyond The Sunset” <19871 hie last book dose the same and 
Ironically acts as a fitting epilogue to the main body of hie work, 
"Grumbles from the Grave" is set to be published In 1992. It’s a 
collection of essays and letters put together by Heinlein for 
posthumous publication. He was awarded NASA's DlBtingulahed Public 
Service Medal at a ceremony on October 6 last. This award had been In 
the pipeline before he died.
The impact Robert Heinlein had In both science and Science fiction Is 
Immense. Half the people in NASA went there because of Heinlein, half 
the people writing BF are doing it because of Heinlein. He will be 
sorely missed by many people but his writing Ilves on,
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T IT L E . YEAR. CURRENT B R IT IS H
PAPERBACK 
P U B LIS H E R .

(T o  b e  p u b l i s h e d .  ( E s s a y a ) , !

R o c k e t s h ip  G a l i l e o . , 1940 NEL
B e y o n d  T h is  H o r i z o n . 1940 NEL
S p a c e  C a d e t - 1949 NEL
T he  D ay f i l t e r  T o m o r ro w . 
( O r i g i n a l l y  ’’ S i x t h  C o lu m n ” . }

1949 NEL

R ed P la n e t , 1949 P an
The  M an Who S o ld  T he  M o o n . 1950 NEL
F a rm e r  I n  The  S k y . 1950 NEL
W a ld o  A nd  M a g ic  IN C . ( C o l l ) 1950 NEL
The  G re e n  H i l l s  OF E a r t h .  ( C o l l ) 1 951 P a n
The P u p p e t  M a s t e r s . 1951 NEL
B e tw e e n  P la n e t s . 1 951 NFL
S p a c e  F a m i ly  S to n e .
( O r i g i n a l l y  " T h s  R o l l i n g  S t o n e s " . )

1952 NEL

R e v o ) t  To 2 1 0 0 .  (C o l1 > 1953 NEL
S ta rm a n  J o n e s . 1953 NEL
A s s ig n m e n t  Jo  E t e r n i t y  V o l  1&2 ( C a l l )  
( R e c e n t l y  r e p u b l i s h e d  a s  o n e  v o lu m e . )

1953 NEL

S t a r  b e a s t . 1954 NEL
T u n n e l Jn T he  S k y . 1955 P a n
D o u b le  S t a r . 1956 G r a f t o n
T im e  F o r  T h e  S t a r s . 1956 F a n
T he  O a o r i n t o  S um m er. 1957 G o 1 le n z
C i t i z e n s  OF T h e  G a la x y . 1957 P e n q u 1 n
M e t h u s e la h 's  C h i l d r e n . 1950 NEL
H a v e  S p a c e s u i t  -  W i l l  T r a v e l . 1950 NEL
S t a r e h ip  T r o o p e r s . 1959 NFL
T h e  M e n a c e  F ro m  E a r t h .  ( C o l l ) 1959 C o r g i
T h e  U n p le a s a n t  P r o f e s s io n  OF J o n a t h a n  
H o a g . ( C o i l )

1959 NEL

S t r a n g e r  Tn A S t r a n g e  L a n d . 1961 NEL
G lo r y  R o a d . 1963 NEL
O rp h a n  DE T h s  3 k y . 1963 G r a f t o n
P o d k a y n o  O f M a rs . 1963 NEL
F a r n h a m ’ s F r e e h o ld . 1963 NEL
T he  M o on  I s  A H a r s h  M i s t r e s s . 1966 NEL
T he  P a e t  T h ro u g h  T o m o r ro w . V o l 18,2 
(C o l 1>

1967 NEL

(O m n ib u s  o f  F i r s t  t h r e e  F u t u r e  H i s t o r y B o o ks I n  tw o  v o lu m e
I W i l l  F e a r  No E v i l . 1970 NEL
T im e  E n o u g h  F o r  L o v e . 1973 NEL
T he  N o te b o o k  OF L a z a r u s  L o n g .  ( C o l l ) 197B —
( C o m p i la t i o n  o f  s a y in g s  F ro m  " T im e  E n o ug h  F o r L o v e " )
T h e  N um b e r O f T h e  B e a s t . 1 9Q0 NEL
E x p a n d e d  U n iv e r s e ,  ( C o l l ) 1980 —
(E x p a n d e d  e d i t i o n  o f  ’’ T h e  W o r ld s  OF R .A . H e i n l e i n "  < 1 9 6 6 ) .

F r i d a y . 1902 NFL
J O B : A Com edy OF M a n n e rs . 1904 NEL
T h e  C a t  Who W a lk s  T h ro u g h  W a l ls . 1985 NEL
T o  S a i l  B e y o n d  T he  S u n s e t . 1987 S p h e r e
G r u m b le s  F ro m  T he  G r a v e .  ( C o l l ) 199? —



PUPPET.
By David Egan. c 1990.
The figure in russet and 
turquoise uniform stalked 
across the tiled -floor and 
sat down cross-1 egged in 
front of him.
It was his first face to 
face meeting with the war
lord, and he held on tightly 
to hi b secret.
"We 1 come 
warrlor 
greeted.

to my 
Da r “ ,

chambers, 
he was

"In your presence 
nothing", was the 
archaic reply.

1 am as 
eta ndard

Formalities done with, they 
relaxed into the rank
ignoring banter which 
permeated Earth-fI oat.
"My spies tel 1 ms that 
you’ve decimated a squadron 
or Blk of the wart-ridden 
Scum el nee you got your new 
shoulder decorations last 
year", said the warlord, 
reaching for a tray on which 
a steam!ng decanter of a 
ruby liquid and two glasses 
stood.
“Nothing to it" said Oar, 
taking over pouring duty as 
manners required-
“Pretty good going for a raw 
conscript From the outer 
world®. You've picked up 
Bomi reputation for 
outguessing their hyper- 
Jumps", 
Dar reclined on ont elbow
and savoured a Sip before 
continulngr "I read an 
interview with a child 
genius one time, Just after 
ahe had acquired a 
professorship in 
mathematics- Something she
naid clicked with me; "Its
Juet a matter of patterns, 
patterns Fitting together to 
make new patterns, 1* was how 

she described her mental 
processes. It's no trouble 
to me to know where their 
ehips will appear next".
“But how ? “ The warlord was 
k een.
“I can’t say", said Dar, 
allowing a puzzled 
expression to pucker hie 
eyebrows. Too many questions 
now could be dangerous.
A figure entered the 
chamber, interrupting the 
warlord who saluted her in.
"Coma in Shell, and meet the 
hot kid from the front line. 
Oar en Sarell". She saluted 
Dar. “Sometime you will 
honour my humble chambers 
with your presence", she 
said with utmost courtesy.
"The sooner the better" 
thought Dar, as he silently 
kissed her hand-
He calculated. The poison 
which he had already 
administered to the warlord 
in his drink would not take 
effect for many days. The 
death would not Interrupt 
his social calendar which ha 
intended would be quite Full 
on this his first off-duty 
epell on Earth. He would 
find time to reinterpret her 
offer.
"So", fiha tossed her hair 
back and sprayed a fine 
parfume into it: "How come 
you keep popping up 
everytime the poor wart- 
heade try to re-enter normal 
space? They’ll begin to 
think you don’t like them or 
someth!ng".
“Who, Mb ?" I only want to be 
nice to them.But they keep 
firing their nasty shells at 
our ships’* He shrugged; 
"what can a man do?”
And he thought;"So much for 
the Confidential meeting” , 
although from the emblem on



h e r  b r e a s t  p l a t s  he c o u ld  
t h a t  sh e  wae th e  

com mander o f  t h e  w a r l o r d ’ s 
own s h ip .  She a t a r e d  
s t e a d i l y  a t  hl<n, “ C o i t i b  on  b ig  
b o y , you c a n  t e l l  S h e l l  a l l  
a b o u t I t ” .

" S h e l l  w i l l  do a n y th in g  to  
g e t  a fe w  n o tc h e s  on  h e r  
c a n n o n . P r e t t y  b o r in g  s t u f f  
f e r r y i n g  y o u r  w a r lo r d  back  
a n d  f o r t h  b e tw e e n  b a s e s , 
I s n ’ t  i t ? "

She yaw ned d e l i c a t e l y ,  
f l u t t e r i n g  h e r e y e l i d s ;  “ Oh 
no m a s te r ,  y o u  m is u n d e r s ta n d  
me c o m p le t e ly " .  She to u c h e d  
f o u r  s le n d e r  f i n g e r  t i p s  to  
h e r  s te rn u m ; "W hy, w h at 
c o u ld  be m ore f u l f i l l i n g  
th a n  th e  s o u n d  o f  my l o r d ’ s 
f o o t s t e p s  In  my s h i p ’ s 
u n w o rth y  c o r r i d o r s ? " .
He lo o k e d  a t  D a r ,  t i l t i n g  
h i s  h e a d  in  h e r  d i r e c t i o n ;  
" I t ’ s p r o b a b ly  th e  r e s p e c t  
o f  o n e ’ s s u b o r d in a t e s  t h a t  
m ake t h l e  Job m ost 
r e w a r d in g ’ , he s a i d .
"C o m m a n d er" , he t u r n e d  to  
h e r ;  You came to  say  my s h ip  
i s  r e a d y ’1 ,

•’Y ea  a i r ” .

"G o od. O ar la  g o in g  to  ta k e  
us t o  w h e re  t h e r e ’ s a l i t t l e  
a c t i o n  in  t h i s  g a la x y  to  
d e m o n s tr a te  h i s  g i f t ” . He 
f a c e d  D a r ;  ’’R eady to  move 
f l i g h t  le a d e r ? "

D ar f r o z e  i n s i d e .  W hat was 
t h i s ?  He c o u ld n ’ t  h ave  
m is ju d g e d  th e  w a r lo r d 's  
r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  s p o n t a n e i t y  
to  t h i s  e x t a n t .  B u t he was 
r e a c h in g  f o r  h i s  t u n i c .  
T e r r i b l e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o v e r 
r a n  h ie  m in d . He t r i e d  to  
m a e te r  h i e  g r im a c in g  fa c e  
muaC Lett.

“ I t  w i l t  be a p l e a s u r e " ,  he 
g o t  o u t  th r o u g h  c le n c h e d  
t e e t h .
He f o l lo w e d  b e h in d  th e  o t h e r  
tw o  down a lo n g  s to n e  

t u n n e l ,  c a t c h in g  f r a g m e n ts  
o f  th e  mock t i f f  a b o u t who 
s h o u ld  man th e  s h i p ’ s 
c a n n o n . T h ey  p a s s e d  v a r i o u s  
r a n k s  who n o d d ed  a m ic a b ly .  
As th e y  n e a re d  th e  e n d , an  
o r a n g e  g lo w  a p p e a r e d  o n  th e  
w a l l s  fro m  th e  l i g h t e d  
ch am b er a h e a d . O ar th o u g h t  
t h a t  i t  may a s  w e l l  ba th e  
f i r e s  o f  h e l l  f o r  h im .
W h at w o u ld  h a p p e n  w hen th e y  
w e re  o u t  in  th e  chasm s o f  
s p a c e  in  h o s t i l e  t e r r i t o r y ?  
S u r e ,  he c o u ld  p i n - p o i n t  any  
a r r i v i n g  f l e e t  fro m  th s  
o t h e r  s id e  th a n k s  t o  th e  
m ic r o  s ys te m  th e  a l i e n s  had  
im p la n t e d  in  h i s  b r a i n  back  
on h i s  home p l a n e t .  B u t th e y  
w o u ld  n o t s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  
s h ip s  to  a n y  o t h e r  b u t  h i s .  
He s t i l l  c o u ld  n o t  g r a s p  th e  
s t r a n g e n e s s  o f  a r a c e  w h ic h , 
w o u ld  a l lo w  su c h  c a r n a g e  o f  
t h e i r  own p e o p le  in  o r d e r  t o  
g e t  a n  a s s a s s in  c lo s e  to  
t h e i r  en em y. The s c re a m in g  
i r o n y  o f  D ar h i m s e l f  
p e r i s h i n g  w i t h  h i s  in t e n d e d  
v i c t i m  s u r e l y  c o u l d n ' t  C a r r y  
t h r o u g h  to  i t s  c o n c lu s io n .  
S o m e th in g  m ust h a p p e n .

Th ey  a r r i v e d  i n  th e  h a n g a r .

C o ld  w h i t e  m is t  s h ro u d e d  th e  
b la c k  s h ip  a n d  i t s  re d  
m a r k in g s ,  as th e  h u l l  was 
c o o le d  f o r  th e  f r i c t i o n  o f
e x i t i n g th e E a r t h ’ s
a tm o s p h e r a . 
Some r o b o t c re w w er e
d i s c o n n e c t in g th e c a b le
w h i ch 1 in k e d th e o n b o a rd
c o m p u te r  to  E a r th m o th e r  6 ,  
th e  m a in  s t r a t e g y  
d e t s r m in in g  s y s te m  o f  th e  
f l e e t .

O nce in  deep  s p a c e , th e  
r o b o t s  c o u ld  w a lk  on  th a  
h u l l  i f  n e c e s s a ry  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  an y  m a in te n a n c e  
p r o c e d u r e s ,  a lw a y s  a  w e i r d  
e i g h t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  
u n c a n n y  re s e m b la n c e  t o  
hu m an s .

D a r s te p p e d  in  th r o u g h  th e



e n t r a n c e w a y , c a t c h i n g  th e  
f r a g r a n c e  o f  S h e l l ’ s p e r fu m e  
aft i t  d r i f t e d  b ack  on  th ©  
c u r r e n t .^  o f  t h e  c h i p ’ s a i r  
c o n d l t l o n i n g .

She f la s h e d  a s m i le  b ack  a t  
h im  a s  h i e  f e e t  m et th e  
y i e l d i n g  s u r f a c e  o f  th e  
f l o o r ,  " Y o u 1 1 I e n jo y  
h a n d l in g  t h i a  b a b y " ,  she  
m u rm u re d . Any in n u e n d o  w a s  
h o p e le s s ly  w a s te d  on  him  
r i g h t  th e n .

I t  w a s n ’ t  u n t i l  th e y  w e re  
s a f e l y  s e c u re d  in  t h e i r  
■ F lig h t  s u i t s  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  
a t t e m p t  t o  g a t h e r  h is  
t h o u g h t s .  The h u g e  s u r g in g  
l i f t  o f  t h e  s h i p ’ s e n g in e s  
w h ic h  w o u ld  t a k e  them  t o  a 
s a f e  J u m p -o f f  zo n e  b r o u g h t  
w i t h  i t  a f l o o d  o f  p o s i t i v e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  He b e l i e v e d  in  
h l a  h e a r t  t h a t  he was 
in n o c e n t .  H is  c o u r s e  had  
b e e n  m apped o u t  f o r  h im  
y e a r n  b e f o r e  on  a s t i l l  
n i g h t  on  h i s  heme p l a n e t .  
L i k e  h e l l  w o u ld  he be 
t r a p p e d  a t  t h i s  s t a g s .

He b e g a n  t o  p l a n  w h i l e  th e  
b lu e  a k y  fa d e d  t o  m auve to  
in d ig o  t o  n i g h t  a s  t h e y  l e f t  
th e  p l a n e t  b e h in d ,  a n d  th e  
f a m i 1 i a r  c o r r l c io r s  o f  t h e  
s t a r s  w in k e d  I n t o  l i f e  a l l  
a ro u n d  th e m . T h ey  p a u s e d  
w i t h  b lu e  p l a n e t  b e lo w  and  
b la c k n e s s  a b o v e  w h i l e  th e  
c o m p u te r  p l o t t e d  a h y p e r  
jum p t o  b a s e  14 n e a r  t h e  
F r o n t  J in s  o f  t h e  w a r ,  h a l f  
way a c r o s s  t h e  g a la x y .
T h e  v ie w  a h e a d  f l i c k e r e d  t o  
a d i f f e r e n t  s t a r s c a p e ,  w h ic h  
w as th e  o n ly  t a n g i b l e  
e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  h ad  j u s t  
m oved f i f t y  s e v e n  th o u s a n d  
l i g h t  y e a r s .  9 h e | l  c a u s e d  a 
c o m p u te r  g e n e r a te d  g r i d  t o  
be s u p e r im p o s e d  on  t h e  v ie w  
p a r t .  I t  made s e n s e  o f  th s  
s p r i n k l e  o f  s t a r s  a h e a d , 
l a b e l l i n g  b ase  1 4 , s h a d in g  
a r e a s  h e ld  by t h e  e n e m y , and  
I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  p l o t t e d  p a th  
t o  th e  b a s e , D a r ,  deep  in  

t h o u g h t ,  b a r e l y  n o t ic e d  any  
o f  t h i s .
He c o n s id e r e d  h is
p r e d ic a m e n t .  s im p ly  r u n n in g  
aw ay h ad  been  im p a s s ib le  
fro m  th e  moment he came in t o  
t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  w a r lo r d .  
W h e re v e r  th e  w a r lo r d  w e n t ,  
he was lo o s e l y  s u r ro u n d e d  by 
t r o o p s  o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l ,  
in  room s o r  c a b in s  in  h is  
v i c i n i t y .  C o u ld  he f e ig n  
11 In e s s ?
N o . Too o b v io u s .  T h e r e  had  
t o  be some way t o  a v o id  
co m b a t in  t h i s  s h ip .  T h ey  
w e re  g u a r a n te e d  t o t a l
d e s t r u c t i o n  i f  an y  enemy 
s h ip s  came a c r o s s  th e m .T h e y  
w o u ld  n o t a c t  n u t  th e  
s u r p r i s e d  r o l o  f o r  an y  b u t 
h i s  own f l e e t .

Wa i t  -

T h e r e  m ig h t  be h o p e -

How to  go  a b o u t i t 7

He m an ag ed a c o n v e r s a t io n a l  
to n e  -
" I  assum e w e ’ r e  Jum ping f ro m  
h e r e  t o  b ase  9  w h e re  my 
f l e e t  is  s t a t i o n e d " ,  he 
s a i d .

She 11 p o u t e d .

" I f  t h a t ' s  w h a t y o u  t h i n k  o f  
my s h ip  you c a n  g o t  o u t  and  
w a lk " ,  s h e  s a i d .

T h e  w a r lo r d  c h u c k le d .

" H a r d  lu c k  O a r , you c a n ’ t  
t a k e  an  a c t i o n  s t a r v e d  
com m ander t h i s  c lo s e  to  a 
c e r t a i n  k i l l  w i t h o u t  
f o l l o w i n g  t h r o u g h .  A nyw ay, 
t h i s  s h ip  c a n  o u t r u n  and  
o u t f l r e  a n y t h in g  in  th e  
f l e e t s .  E a r t h  Command l i k e  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  le a d e r s " .

D a r m anaged a n  in n e r  s m irk  
a t  t h i s  re m a rk  fro m  a doomed
m an.
He c o n t in u e d :  “ I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  
I c o u ld  m a s te r  t h i s  s h ip  so 
q u le k  1y " .

-Z3.



" J u s t  p o in t  me a t  th e m " . 
S h e l l  i n t e r r u p t e d ,  " T h a t 's  
a l l  y o u  h ave  to  d o ".

D a r " ,  th e  w a r lo r d  s a i d ,  
" Y o u r  g r e a t  t a l e n t  Is  th e  
B u r p r ie e  a t t a c k .  B e fo re  we 
l e f t ,  u p - t o - t h e - m i n u t e
r e p o r t s  o f  enemy s h ip  
l o c a t io n s  w e re  Fed i n t o  o u r 
o n b o a rd  c o m p u te r , We c an  
u p d a te  th e  lo c a l  p i c t u r e  
h e re  fro m  D r b i t b r a i n  a t  b ase  
IA  w i t h o u t  e v e r  to u c h in g  
p l a n e t .  You w i l l  h ave  a l l  
th e  d a ta  you need  -For an  
am bush. I know you h ave  a 
n e a r l y  one h u n d re d  p e r c e n t  
r e c o r d  For p r e d i c t i n g  w h ere  
th e y  w i l l  a r r i v e  o u t  o f  
t h e i r  ju m p s* IF  th e y  a re  a l l  
a s  s lu g g is h  to  r e a c t  as th e  
o n es  y o u  k n o c k e d  o u t ,  we c an  
b l a s t  a Few a n d  Jump o u t  oF 
t h e r e  on  a p r e - s e t  c o u r s e " ,  
The s p a rk  w h ic h  was B ase  14 
c e n t e r e d  on  t h e  v ie w  p o r t  
a n d  b e g a n  to  g ro w . 1 t  became 
a m is ty  g r e e n  g lo b e  f i l l i n g  
th e  e n t i r e  w in d o w , b e fo r e  
t h e i r  c o u r s e  a l t e r e d  to  
a p p ro a c h  th e  o r b i t i n g
in f o r m a t io n  c e n t e r  w h ic h  was 
on th e  n i g h t  s id e .

T h e  v ie w  t i l t e d  a n d  th e  
p l a n e t  moved s lo w ly  to  th e  
l e f t  a s  th e y  swung in  a 
m a j e s t i c  c o u rs e  th r o u g h  th e  
d a y /n i g h t  d i v i d i n g  l i n e ,  t o  
F in d  th e  p l a n e t  now m urky  
g r e e n  a n d  s p e c k lo d  w i t h  M t  
c i  t i e s .

The s u p e r - im p o s e d  c o m p u te r  
map show ed t h e i r  p l o t t e d  
p a th  le a d in g  to  a b la n k  s p o t  
on th e  s t a r r y  b la c k n e s s .  
O n ly  a t  t h e  l a s t  s e c o n d  o f  
t h e i r  jo u r n e y  d id  th e  b u lk  
o f  Dr b i t b r a i n  grow  w i t h  
f r i g h t e n i n g  r a p i d i t y  o u t  o f  
th e  g lo o m . They d o c k e d  w i t h  
o n e  sm o o th  m o t io n ,  b u t d id  
n o t d ie e m b a rk .
□ u t a l d a ,  h u m a n o id  r o b o ts  
w o rk e d  u n p r o t e c t e d  in  th e  
h a rd  vacu u m , c o n n e c t in g  th e  
s h ip  to  th e  b r a in *  I t  was 

h i s  l a s t  c h a n c e  t o  e s c a p e ,  
b u t  i t  was no c h a n c e  r e a l l y .

Doce c o n n e c te d , th e  huge  
am o u n t o f  s t r a t e g i c  
in f o r m a t io n  was t r a n s f e r e e !  
In  s e c o n d s , a n d  t h e  r o b o ts  
cam e back on  b o a r d . The 
e n t i r e  o p e r a t io n  to o k  p la c e  
in  th ©  d e a d  s i l e n c e  o f  
s p a c e  *

S h e l 1 was b u sy  a t  th e  
c o m p u te r  v ie w  s c r e e n  w h i le  
th e  s h ip  to o k  o f f  
a u t o m a t i c a l l y . In  a fe w  
m in u te s ,  sh e  swung a ro u n d  in  
h e r  c h a i r ,  g r i n n i n g .

"The  s h i p 's  b e s t  g u e s s  i s  an  
a t t a c k  by th e  w a r t  h e a d s  on 
t h e  s e c t o r  s e v e n  m e rc u ry  
m in e s *  W hat do you t h in k  
D a r? "

I t  was th e  f i r s t  t im e  t h a t  
s h e  h ad  s p o k e n  h i s  nam e, and  
in  i t  he c o u ld  s e n s e  h e r  
h a n d in g  o v e r  c o n t r o l  t o  h im , 
now t h a t  sh e  h ad  done 
e v e r y t h in g  w i t h i n  h e r  s k i l l s  
t o  t a k e  them  w i t h i n  th e  
t a r g e t  ra n g e *

He c o u ld  s t i l l  come go o d  o u t  
o f  t h i s .  He h ad  e v e r y  
i n t e n t i o n  O f d a z z l i n g  h e r  
w i t h  a s m a ll  b u t  r a p i d  
v i c t o  • a n d  w in n in g  h e r  
a p p r o v a 1.

He h ad  g ro w n  c o m p la c e n t  i n  
h i s  m is s io n s .  T h e  e n e m y 's  
w i l l i n g n e s s  to  s a c r i f i c e  
t h e i r  s h ip s  to  him  h ad  made 
r a p i d  e s c a p e  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  
c o n s i d e r a t i a n .  B u t th e  
w a r lo r d  h ad  p l a n t e d  th e  s e e d  
o f  an  Id e a  in  h i s  m in d :  
b l a s t  a Few a n d  Jump o u t  o f  
t h e r e  on a p r e s e t  c o u rb u  was 
h i s  p l a n ,  a n d  why n o t?

W ith  q u ic k  e n o u g h  r e f l e x  
a c t i o n ,  th e y  c o u ld  p ic k  o f f  
tw o  o r  t h r e e  s h ip s ,  and  
i n s t a n t l y  e s c a p e  t o  s a f e t y .  
B u t i t  w o u ld  h a v e  to  be 
c a r e f u l l y  s e t  u p : tw o  
b u t to n s  in  f r o n t  o f  h im , one



t o  f i r e  * n d  o n e  t o  t r i g g e r  
t h e  e s c a p e  w o u ld  g i v e  h im  
t h e  e l  Im fe w  e e c o n d i n e e d e d .

“ T a k e  us t h e r e  S h e l l ” , he 
« a  Id .

He t o l d  th e  w a r lo r d  b ls  
r » q u l r a r e n t a . ” 1 t h i n k  
y o u ’ l l  f i n d  t h a t  S h e l l  has  
a l r e a d y  s e e n  to  t h a t " ,  was 
t h e  r e p  1y ,

D ar a p p r e c ia t e d  th e  b r i e f  
g l im p s a  o f  t h e  m ach 1 n e - 1 ik e  
e f f i c i e n c y  w i t h  w h ic h  s h e  
r a n  h a r  s h ip .  She k e y e d  In  
some d a t a ,  a n d  a g a in  th e  
s t a r a c a p e  a h e a d  f l i c k e d  t o  a 
d i f f e r e n t  s c e n e  a s  th e  
d i s t a n c e  to  s e c t o r  s e v e n  w ae  
t r a v e r s e d  In  z e r o  t im e .

T h e  m ic ro  s y s te m  In  h ie  
b r a i n  came t o  l i f e .  He was 
a u r p r i e e d  a t  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  
th e  s h i p ’ s c o m p u te r s . I t s  
e x t r a p o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n e m y ’ s 
m ovem ent h ad  d e te r m in e d  t o  
w i t h i n  t h i r t y  th o u s a n d  m i le s  
t h e  a r r i v a l  p o i n t  o f  a 
r a i d i n g  p a r t y  o f  t a n  s h ip s .  
He g a v e  S h e l l  c o o r d i n a t e s  o f  
th e  p o in t  w h e re  he now knew  
t h e y  w o u ld  m a t e r i a l i s e .  T h ey  
to o k  up p o s i t i o n  a t  a r a n g e  
o f  n in e  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  
m ile s  fro m  t h e r e ,  a n d  
w a i t e d .
He g la n c e d  a t  th e  handsom e  
g r e y - h a i r e d  man b e s id e  h im . 
Ha h ad  no qua 1 me a b o u t  
p o is o n in g  h i e  l e a d e r .  Th e  
e i g h t  o f  h i s  own p a r e n t s  
b o und up l i k e  p a r c e l s  and  
t h r u a t  I n t o  th e  m a s s iv e  
e x h a u s t  tu b e  o f  a n  a l i e n  
c r a f t  w h ic h  h ad  come 
s i l e n t l y  t o  h i e  home o n e  
n i g h t ,  h ad  c h a n g e d  H ie  
v a lu e s  f o r e v e r .  A n y th in g  h a d  
seem ad r e a s o n a b le  i f  I t  
s to p p e d  them  a c t i v a t i n g  
t h e i r  e n g in e s .  W i th  
f r i g h t e n i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  th e y  
h a d  had c a r r i e d  o u t  thr» 
o p e r a t i o n  on  h i e  s k u l l  t h a t  
sam e n i g h t .  H is  p a r e n t s  w e re  
r e l e a s e d ,  b u t hs a lw a y s  k e p t  
t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e i r  f re e d o m

B e c r o t  fro m  th e m . He 
a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  s m a l l  s c a r  on 
h l a  te m p le  t o  a b r i e f  b u t  
f u t i l e  I n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  and  
S w o re  them  to  s e c r e c y .

A t f i r s t  he h ad  b e e n  s u re  
t h a t  he h ad  condem ned  
h i m s e l f  t o  c e r t a i n  d e a th .  
B u t a s  th e  m onth s  w e n t b y , 
he had d re a m t up  th e  p l a n  o f  
t h e  s lo w  p o is o n ,  a n d  a hope  
o f  r e d e m p t io n  g re w  w i t h i n  
h im .
W ith  th ©  ho pe g re w  h i s  
u n d e s e rv e d  r e p u t a t i o n  in  
b a t t l e ,  and he was s u r e  t h a t  
he c o u ld  come t h r o u g h  w i t h  a 
c h a n c e  o f  a new l i f e ,
He f e l t  J u s t i f i e d :  h is  
p a r e n t s  f o r  o n e  m an. T h e re  
w o u ld  be o t h e r  w a r lo r d s .

A n yo n e  e ls e  w o u ld  h a v e  done 
th e  sam e.

The im p la n t  c a l l e d  f o r  h is  
a t t e n t I o n .

To h is  e y e s ,  a s e c t i o n  o f  
s p a c e  b eg an  t o  s h im m e r, l i k e  
a v ie w  s c r e e n  c o m in g  to  
l i f e .  T h ey  w e re  c o m in g ,

“ R e a d y ” , he c r i e d ,  t e r s e l y ,  
“ R e a d y . r e a d y . . , . 1*

The s h i p 's  f i s s i o n  c an n o n  
w o u ld  t a k e  o n e  q u a r t e r  
s e c o n d  t o  lo c k  on  t a r g e t .  
F i r i n g  w o u ld  commence 
a u to m a t l e a l  1y .

" T h e r e ! ” ,

H is  p a lm  sm acked down on  t h e  
f i r i n g  b u t t o n .  T u r r e t s  
w a v e re d  l i k e  m o th s  lo o k in g  
f o r  a l i g h t  s o u r c e ,  th e n  
lo c k e d  a n  t a r g e t ,  L i g h t l e s s  
s h e l l s  s tre a m e d  o u tw a rd s ,

H is  han d  swung t o  th e  Jump 
b u t t o n  a n d  camo down h a r d . 
N o th in g  h a p p e n e d . The s t a r s  
re m a in e d  t h e  s am e . He h i t  i t  
a g a in  and a g a in ,  f u r i o u s l y .  
T h a n  a f a m i l i a r  v o ic e  
re a c h e d  h i s  e a r s .



" P e rh a p s  t h e r e  h p / o  tw o  m ore  
r o b o ts  on  b o a rd  th a n  you  
t h o u g h t " ,  came th e  w a r lo r d ’ s 
v o ic e .

"W hat?" ha swung a ro u n d  to  
g l a r e  a t  h im  and Found o n ly  
a e > t a t u s - f i t i I  1« mask fa c e d  
f i g u r e  s t a r i n g  l i f e l e s s l y  
a h e a d .

Ks swung tb  th e  o t h e r  s id e .  
S h e ! I  was a f r o z e n  3D Im age  
o f  h e r s e l f .  L i g h t  c a u g h t  h is  
e y e  on  h e r FTL r e c e i v e r  
s c r e e n .  Me le a p e d  o v e r  to  
lo o k .  The f a c e s  o f  th e  
w a r lo r d  a n d  S h e l l  w e re  
g a z in g  g r im ly  b ack  a t  h im . 
b u t  w ere  l i n e d  a n d  ag ed  
c o m p a re d  to  th e  tw o r o b o ts  
he h ad  b e l i e v e d  to  be th e m .

" N ic e  o f  you to  h e lp  in  th e  
F i e l d  t e s t  o f  o u r  now p u b l i c  
icnagwa D a r " ,  s a i d  th e  man.

“P u t how d id  you k n o w ? ” he 
was a l r e a d y  i c e - c o l d  w i t h  
t e r r o r ,

"We w e re  n o t s u re  a b o u t you 
b e f o r e  you cam s, b u t you  
w e re  k in d  en o u g h  t o  a n s w e r  
t h a t  q u e s t io n  w i t h  y o u r  
l i t t l e  p o is o n in g  r o u t i n e .  
T h a t  was th e  cu e  f o r  t h i s  
t r i p .  T h s  w h o le  t h i n g  was 
p re -p ro g ra m m e d  and o n ly  
a w a i t in g  o u r  s ig n a l  t o  my 
p u b l i c ' s  s e l f  b r a i n .  I t h i n k  
th e  f i e l d  t e s t  has  p ro v e n  
v e r y  s u c c e s s fu l  in d u e d ,  
d o n * t  yo u ? "

S h e l l  n e v e r  s p o k e , b u t  
s c o w le d  a t  h im .

Too l a t e ,s t r e a m s  o f
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f la s h e d

t h r o u g h  h i s  m in d . Why d i d n ' t  
he t a k e  them  som ew here w h e re  
he knew no s h ip s  w o u ld  
a p p e a r?  Why d i d n ' t  he ch eck  
th e  s e t t i n g  o f  th e  e s c a p e  
Jump h im s e l f ?  W hy, w h y , why? 
B ut he knew th e  a n s w e r :  he 
was ho o ked  on th e  S h e l 1 
r o b o t  fro m  th e  F i r s t  in s t a n t  
he saw h e r .  T h in g s  h ad  m oved 

to o  q u i c k l y  a f t e r  t h a t  f o r  
him  to  q u e s t io n  h is  
r e a c t i o n .  Ke Found I t  in  him  
to  m a rv e l f o r  a s e c o n d  a t  
th e  te c h n o lo g y  b e h in d  t h a t  
b e a u t y .

B u t w a i t .  Mu h ad  h is  
r e a s o n s .

He swung back t o  t h e  s c r e e n ,  
f a c e  a l i g h t  w i t h  h o p e , b u t 
i t  h ad  g o n e  b l a n k .  He 
g la n c e d  f r a n t i c a l l y  a t  th e  
v ie w  p o r t .  A t i n y  s t a r  had  
a p p e a re d  in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  
h is  t a r g e t .  I t  b eg an  to  
g ro w , a n d  was f o l  lo w e d  by 
a n o t h e r .  a n d  a n o t h e r .  The 
enemy w e re  r e l e a s i n g  a 
m a s s iv e  b a r r a g e  a t  th e  
w a r l o r d ' s  d i s t i n c t l y  m arked  
s h ip  .

H is  l a s t  m e n ta l im ag e  b e f o r e  
a t o m is a t i o n  was o f  t h e  r o b o t  
S h e l l ,  p r e t t i e r  by f a r  th a n  
h e r  r e a l  l i f e  m o d e l, s m i l in g  
a t  h im  th r o u g h  lo n g ,  g o ld e n  
1 a s h e s .
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E s c h  m onth  I w i l l  
r e g a r d e d  an c l a s s i c s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  th o s e  
c la S B 1Cb .

be r e v ie w  I ng a fe w  books w h ic h  h a v e  becom e 
T h is  may seem a v e r y  r e d u n d a n t  t h i n g  t o  do , 
o f  o u r  " g ro u p "  who a r e  w e l l  r e a d  i n  th e

H o w e v e r , t h e r e  a r e  q u i t e  a fe w  m embers o f  o u r  " c l i q u e "  who have  
o n ly  r e c e n t l y  f o r a y e d  i n t o  th e  m a s s iv e  ju n g le  o f  SF bo o ks  a v a i l a b l e  
an d  a r e  f i n d i n g  o u t  th e  go o d  a n d  t h e  b ad  th e  h a r d  w a y . I t  is  ho ped  
t h a t  o v e r  th e  c o m in g  I b s u b g  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  b u i l d  i n t o  a l i s t  o f  
e s s e n t i a )  r e a d in g  an d  a c t  as  a g u id e  to  th o s e  le s s  s e a s o n e d  t r o o p e r s  
among u s .

I d e c id e d ,  s in c e  we h a v e  f e a t u r e d  e ls e w h e r e  I n  t h i s  Is s u e  a 
R o b e r t  H e i n l e i n  p r o f i l e  a n d  b i b l i o g r a p h y  and  s in c e  he p a s s e d  away 
r e c e n t l y ,  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  on a g ro u p  o f  books w h ic h  made him  fa m o u s , 
w i t h i n  a n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  BF c o m m u n ity , T h e s e  a r e  h is  " F u t u r e  H is t o r y "  
b o o k s . To be s u r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  b o o k s  by h im  w h ic h  h e lp e d  t o  make
him  fam o u s  an d  in fa m o u s  b u t th e s e  b o o k s , p a r 1 1 c u t a r l y  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e
w e re  among t h e  f i r s t  by h im  to  be r e c e lv e d  by a s tu nn ed  a u d in n c e .

B l k books f i t  i n t o  R o b e r t  H e i n l e i n ’ 8 "Fu t u r e  H i s t o r y " .  T h ey  a r e ;
The Man Who S o ld  T h e  M oon. (1 95 0 1 (N E L )
Th e G re e n  H i l l s  O f E a r t h . < 1 9 51 ) 1 P a n )
R e v o l t  In  2 1 0 0 . (1 9 5 3 ) (N E L )
M e th u s e la h s  C h i l d r e n . (1 9 5 0 ) (N E L)
O rp h a n s  o f  t h e  B k y . I 1 9 6 3 ) ( G r a f t o n )
Time Enough For Love. (1 9 7 3 ) (NEL )

T h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  v o lu m e s  a r e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  
o r i g i n a l l y  p u b l is h e d  in  th s  I W s  in  " A s to u n d in g  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n " ,  
th e  m a g a z in e  w h ic h  was t o  becom e in s t r u m e n t a l  in  s h a p in g  m odern  
S c le n c s  F i c t i o n .  T h ey  t r a c e  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  m a n k in d ’ s e n e rg y  
s o u r c e s  a n d  e v e n tu a l  c o l o n i s a t i o n  o f  th e  M oon, The f i r s t  b o o k , "The 
M an Who B o ld  Th e Moon" t a k a s  u s  t h i s  f a r  w i t h  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  Cheap 
s o l a r  p o w e r , a huge e f f i c i e n t l y  r u n  t r a n s p o r t  n e tw o rk , n u c le a r  po w er 
a n d  th e  f i r s t  moon r o c k e t .  The moon r o c k e t  an d  c o l o n i s a t i o n  o f  th e  
moon ie  a c c o m p lis h e d  by D .D . H a r r im a n  who c o n lv e e  a n d  co n s  i n v e s t o r s  
I n t o  t h e  moon p r o j e c t .  He is  " t h e  man who s o ld  th e  m o o n ". Th e f i n a l  
n t d r y  " R e q u ie m "  a ls o  f e a t u r e s  D .D . H a r r im a n  an d  is  a f i t t i n g  e p i l o g  t o  
t h i s  f i r s t  v o lu m e .

" T h e  G ro a n  F 1 a 1 de O f E a r t h "  C o n ta in #  t a n  s t o r i e s ,  a l l  d e a l in g  
w i t h  a s p e c ts  o f  s p a c e  t r a v e l  a n d  moan l i f e .  T h ey  a r e  a l l  S t r a i g h t  
f o r w a r d  w o rk m a n lik e  s t o r i e s  a n d  t h i a  v o lu m e  is  p r o b a b ly  th e  w e a k e s t  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e .  H o w e v e r, i t  d o es  c o n t a in  one s t o r y ,  " L o g ic  o f  
E m p ir e " ,  w h ic h  d e a ls  w i t h  t h e  s la v e  la b o u r  o r  V e n u s . T h is  is  by f a r  
th e  b e a t  S t o r y  In  th e  book a n d  p l a n t s  th e  see d s  f a r  th e  n e x t  b o o k .

" R e v o l t  in  2 1 0 0 ” c o n t a in s  t h r e e  s t o r i e s .  The f j r e t  " I f  T h is  Goes 
On b e in g  o f  n o v e l l e n g t h .  T h is  t a k e s  p la c e  some s i x t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  
th e  e v e n ts  in  " L o g ic  O f E m p ire "  an d  d e a ls  w i t h  a r e l i g i o u s  
d i c t a t o r s h i p  i n  A m e r ic a -  S p a c e  t r a v e l  ie  f o r b id d e n  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  
r e s e a r c h  Is  h a l t e d .  T h e  m a in  c h a r a c t e r ,  Jah n  L y l e ,  16 s u c k e d  i n t o  a 
b l d  to  o v e r t h r o w  t h i s  d l c t a t o r s h t p . The o t h e r  tw o  s t o r i e s  d e a l w i t h

27



t h p  c fR v e la p m e n t n f  a  t r u l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  ( H e i n l e i n  s t y l e )  a n d  
th e  r e s u m p t io n  o f  s p a c e  t r a v e l .

“ M e th u s e la h ’ s C h i l d r e n ' 1 f e a t u r e  H e i n l e i n ’ s  m o s t in fa m o u s  r a s c a l  
L a z a r u s  L o n g .  L a z a r u s  L o n g  i s  a m em ber o f  t h e  H o w a rd  F a m i l i e s ,  a g r o u p  
o f  lo n g  l i v e r s ,  a n d  th e  n o v e l i s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  o r d i n a r y  
p e o p le  f i n d i n g  o u t  a b o u t  th e m . I t  a ls o  f e a t u r e s  t h e  f i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  
i n t e r s t e l l a r  s t a r s h i p .  R e a d e rs  new t o  H e i n l e i n  w i l l  e n c o u n t e r  i n  t h e  
f i g u r e  o f  L a z a r u s  lo n g  h i s  a r c h e t y p a l  “ F a t h e r  F i g u r e "  c h a r a c t e r .  
T h e r e ’ s o n e  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  h i s  b o o k s  b u t  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
e x c e p t io n  o f  J u b a l  H o rs h a w  i n  " S t r a n g e r  i n  a S t r a n g e  L a n d '1 , L a z a r u s  i s  
t h a  g ra n d a d d y  o f  th e m  a l l .  D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  t h e r e ’ s  e n o u g h  c l e v e r  
s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  s o l i d  s t o r y  t o  m ake t h i s  b o o k  j a u n t  a lo n g .

" O rp h a n s  o f  t h e  S k y "  d e a ls  w i t h  t h e  - F i r s t  u n s u c c e s s f u l  
I n t e r s t e l l a r  la u n c h .  T h is  la u n c h  to o k  p la c e  w e l l  b e f o r e  th e  e v e n t s  o f  
" M e t h u s e la h ’ s C h i l d r e n " ,  b u t  t h s  m a in  s t o r y  u n f o ld s  w e l l  a f t e r  
L a z a r u s '  q a 1 a v a n t i n g s » T h is  s h ip  h a s  g o n e  o f f  c o u r s e  a n d  d w e l le r s  i n  
t h e  o u t e r  l a y e r s  o f  t h e  s h ip  h a v e  lo n g  s i n c e  m u ta te d  d u e  t o  s t e l l a r  
r a d i a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e  p e o p le  o f  th e  in n e r  l a y e r s  c o n t in u e  t o  te n d  t h o i r  
h y d r o p o n ic  fa r m s  a n d  f i g h t  o f f  t h e  m u t a n t s .  N o t  a b a d  b o o k  b u t  v e r y ,  
v e r y  p r e d i c t a b le  a n d  d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  w e a k e s t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  t h r e e  b o o k s  
o f  t h e  " F u t u r e  H i s t o r y "  s e q u e n c e .

“ T im e  E n o u g h  F o r  L o v e "  i s  t h e  da c a p o  o f  t h e  s e q u e n c e  a n d  
r e i n t r c d u c e s  L a z a r u s  L o n g ,  Dy t h i s  t im e  a m a s s iv e  g a l a c t i c  d ia s p o r a  
h a s  ta k e n  p la c e  w i t h  c o u n t le s s  n u m b e rs  o f  p la n e t s  b e in g  i n h a b i t e d  by 
a n  o o t lm a t e d  tw o  th o u s a n d  m i l l i o n  b i l l i o n  t r i l l i o n  h u m a n s . K e e p in g  
t r a c k  o f  t h i n g s  a n d  r e c o r d in g  f a c t s  a n d  f i g u r e s  h a s  becom e a 
c o m p l i c a t e d  a n d  im p o s s ib le  t a s k  w i t h  a c c u r a c y  t h r o w n  o u t  t h e  w in d o w . 
L a z a r u s  i s  by  now 2 3 0 0  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  h a s  s t a y e d  a l i v e  b y  v i r t u e  o f  a 
r e j u v e n a t i o n  p r o c e s s  e v e r y  fe w  h u n d r e d  y e a r s .  H o w e v e r ,  he I s  t i r e d  o f  
l i f e  e n d  w is h e s  t o  co m m it, s u i c i d e ,  B e in g  t h e  o l d e s t  h um an  a l i v e  th e  
p o w e rs  t h a t  be s t o p  h im  a n d  t r y  t o  p e r s u a d e  h im  t o  s h a r e  some o f  h i s  
w is d o m  w i t h  th e m . I n  t h e  m e a n t im e  t h e y  w i l l  l u c k  f o r  s o m e th in g  he has  
n e v e r  done  b e f o r e  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  re n e w  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  l i f e .  T h is  a l l  
h a p p e n s  w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r t y  p a g e s . o f  t h i s  l a r g e  b o o k  (6 0 7  p a g e s  
o f  t i n y  p r i n t )  a n d  we a r e  th e n  t r e a t e d  t o  a h a n d f u l  o f  e x p l o i t s  f r o m  
h i s  lo n g  a n d  c o l o u r f u l  c a r e e r ,  L a z a r u s  L o n g  i s  e x c r u c i a t i n g l y  p a t r o n i 
s i n g  i n  t h i s  b o o k  b u t  p e r v e r s e l y  m o re  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Os a n o v e l t h i s  
b o o k  d o e s n ’ t  r e a l l y  w o rk  ( i n  te r m s  o f  p a c e ,  c o n t i n u i t y ,  e t c )  b u t  a s  a 
J ig s a w  p u z z le  w i t h  h a l f  th e  p ie c e s  m is s in g  i t  w o r k s  b r i l l i a n t l y ,  
i l l u m i n a t i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  man w h i l e  l e a v in g  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  d a r k  a n d  
k e e p in g  a l i v e  o u r  f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  L a z a r u s .

A l l  t h e s e  b o o k s  c a n  be r e a d  s e p a r a t e l y  b u t  r e a d in g  th e m  i n  o r d e r  
w i l l  a d d  a n  e x t r a  s m a l l  d e l i g h t  t o  “ T im e  E n o u g h  F o r  L o v e ” . T h e re  a r e  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a i l  t h e  o t h e r  b o o k s  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e s o l u t i o n s  t o  a 
c o u p le  o f  lo o s e  s t r i n g s  l e f t  t n  " M e t h u s e la h 's  C h i l d r e n "  a n d  " O r p h a n s  
o f  th e  S k y “ , w h ic h  w i l l  b e  l o s t  o n  so m eo n e  J u s t  p i c k i n g  u p  " T im e  
E n o u g h  F o r  L o v e " .

BOOKS 6DNE BV.

T h is  s e c t i o n  w i l l  be d e v o te d  t o  b oo k©  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  a r o u n d  f o r  a 
n u m b e r p f  y e a r s  b u t  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c l a s s i c s -  

“ The S im u la c r a ”  b y  P h i l i p  K , D ic k .  1 1 9 6 4 ) (M e th e u n )



This 18 a weird book indeed. However, typically Dlckian. It 
■Feature® a group oF people trying to track down a Famous pflychak i ne t i C 
pianist (yes, he plays the piano with no hands, just his mind) to 
record a symphony by him, the world’s last practising psychiatrist, a 
Jug blowing duo trying desperately to get noticed by a talent scout 
from the White House and gain momentary fams by playing before the 
President, The Karp Corporation which supplies the President's husband 
simulacra (robots), Hermann Goering, a messianic time-jump 1 ng guru, a 
group □< Neanderthal men brought forward in time and living in the 
rain soaked hllla of California and * host of other disjointed 
e 1ements.

It’s hard to know what to make of it all* I kept expecting all 
these elements to tie together towards ths nnd of the book but very 
little interaction occurs between most of ths characters. 1 get the 
impreeeton that Dick started off with some definite idea in mind but 
somehow lost it on the way. Despite this, it’s quite enjoyable while 
your reading Jt r partly due to its pacing, which is fast because of 
the episodic way it’s written.

One way of reading it is to regard It aa day in the life of a 
decaying America. Viewed this way It begins to make more sense with 
the masses Just barely getting through the day and looking towards the 
White Mouse as a beacon of sanity; unaware that Just as much craziness 
exists within those hallowed walls. Sown into this are are Dick’s 
prime preoccupations! simulacra and the nature of reality.

Not one of his best but, for unfamiliar readers, a reasonable 
introduction to the style, atmosphere and illoglc of Philip K» Dick,

"The Werewolf Principle". by Clifford D. Simak <19fe7}
(Methaun)

Clifford Simak was one of those writers who, like Bob Shaw, 
consistently wrote good, solid stories, wasn’t afraid of a good idea 
and didn’t need a trilogy to tell it.

A man is found in suspended animation inside a capsule orbiting 
an asteroid and reanimated. He can’t remember anything bar general 
background info of Earth. All these details, however, date back to an 
Earth of at least 200 hundred years ago. Also, lurking within his body 
are two alien beings. A wolflike creature and a pyramidal biological 
computer which can take over his mind and reshape his body to their 
respective shapes.

The story of the book lies in hie trying to find out who he is, 
where he comes from and how the two aliens came to co-hebitate his 
body. [t*s a b traightforward story, but very entertaining, fast paced 
and unpredictable with a satisfying ending, It hit ma with a Sense of 
Wonder, that trick that the best SF writers manage to pull off- It’s a 
sort of Intellectual high which la the reason I read Science Fiction. 
Anyway, Highly recommended.

RECENT SCRIBBLINGS,
I *ve called thia section "recent" scribbllngs because I rarely 

pick up a bock the minute It hits the shelves. I have a constant 
backlog of bcoke to read b o  by the time 1 read a supposedly naw book 
it’s been knocking around for a couple of years.



The D ark Tow er V o lu m e ] :  The G u n s l in g e r "  by S te p h e n  K in g .  (1 9 9 2 )

I S p h e re )
T h ia  w a 0  f i r s t  p u b l is h e d  In  1992  as a  l i m i t e d  e d i t i o n  b u t has j u s t  
r e c e n t l y  been  p u b l is h e d  a s  a mass m a r k e t  t r a d e  p a p e rb a c k  w i t h  th e  
o r i g i n a l  p a i n t i n g s  by M ic h a e l W h e la n . 1 t F S a q u e s t  book w i t h  R o la n d  
(T h e  G u n s l ln g p r l  t r e k k i n g  a c r o s s  d e s e r t  la n d  on  th e  t r a i l  o f  th e  Man 
in  B la c k .  I t  c o n s is t s  o f  f i v e  l i n k e d  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  e a c h  h i g h l i g h t i n g  a 
s p e c i f i c  e v e n t  d u r in g  th ©  q u e s t  w i t h  back - f la s h e s  t o  R o la n d ’ s  y o u t h .

A t E B .2 5  fo r  2 2 4  p a g e s  o f  la r g e  p r i n t  i t  i s  n o t  recom m ended  to  
th o s e  who a re  n o t a l r e a d y  K in g  a f f i c t e n a d o s  b u t f o r  th o s e  who a r e r th e  
w o r ld  o f  th e  G u n s l in g e r  l a  t a n t a l i s i n g l y  l i k e  t h a t  o f  4 lThe S ta n d "  w i t h  
R o la n d 's  c h i ld h o o d  m e m o rie s  r e m in d in g  one o f  o f  " T h e  E yes  o f  th e  
D ra g o n ” . A ls o ,  th e  Man in  B la c k  is  so l i k e  F la g g  o f  b o th  n o v e ls .  The 
w h o le  book r e a d s  l i k e  a p r o lo g u e  to  th e  r e a l  n o v e l ,  h o w e ve r t h e  s e c o n d  
v o lu m e , "The  D ra w in g  o f  th e  T h r e e " ,  s h o u ld  be a v a i l a b l e  s o o n  a n d  is  
w a l l  o v e r  4 0 0  p a g e s  lo n g  so  p e rh a p s  some o f  t h e  m y s te ry  w i l l  be 
c le a r e d  u p .

"W eavR w o r1d" by C l i v e  B a r k e r  (1 9 8 7 )  ( F o n t a n a ) .
1 h ave  a n  u n n a t u r a l  a v e r s io n  to  b o o ks  lo n g e r  th a n  3 0 0  t o  3 3 0  p a g e s . I 
g u ess  i t ’ s b e c a u s e  I ’ m a f r a i d  o f  g e t t i n g  b o g g e d  down in  th a  m id d le  and  
h a v in g  to  s lo g  my way t h r o u g h  th e  r e s t  o f  i t  (n o  m a t t e r  how bad a book 
is  1 h a v e  to  f i n i s h  i t ) .  W e a v e w o rld  th o u g h  Is  J u s t  o n e  g r e a t  b ig  
r o l l e r  c o a s t e r  r i d e .  C a l M oo ney, o u r h e r o ,  com es a c r o s s  an  i n c r e d i b l e  
c a r p e t  b e in g  m oved o u t  o f  a d e s e r te d  h o u se  w h i le  he is  c h a s in g  erne o f  
h i s  r a c in g  p id g e o n s .  From  t h a t  moment on  th e  p a c e  n e v e r  l e t s  up w i t h  
S h a d w e ll a n d  h i s  m a g ic  j a c k e t ,  Im m a c u la te  a n d  h e r  d e a d  s i s t e r s  (wham 
She s t r a n g l e d  in  t h e  womb) a n d  H o b a r t ,  a p o l i c e  i n s p e c t o r ,  a l  1 a f t e r  
th e  c a r p e t  w h ic h  c o n t a in s  a w h o le  w o r ld  o f  p e o p le  a n d  m a g ic .

To e x p l a i n  t h e  p l o t  a n d  m e n tlu n  a l l  th e  m a in  C h a r a c t e r s  w o u ld  
t a k e  p a g e s -  E v e n ts  tu m b le  on to p  o f  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h  s u c h  f r e q u e n c y  
t h a t  th e  r e a d e r  is  l e f t  d iz z y  fro m  th e  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h is  is  done a t  th e  
e x p e n s e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  d e v e lo p m e n t and a ls o  s t r a i n s  th e  bounds o f  
c r e d i b i l i t y  b u t  d e s p i t e  t h i s ,  i t ’ s u n p u td o w n a b le , Recom m ended.

APT BOOKS.
W it h  th e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  a r t  b o o ks  a n d  g r a p h ic  n o v e ls  now u p o n  

us I f e l t  th e y  d e s e rv e d  a s e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  aw n .

"Swamp T h in g "  V o lu m e  1 by A la n  M o o re , B i e s e t t e  a n d  T o t t e b e n .
4 1 9 8 7 ) ( T i t a n )

G r a p h ic  n o v e ls  h a v e  ta k e n  o f f  In  a b ig  way a n d  to  a n s w e r th e  demand 
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  g t o r l e e  o r i g i n a l l y  f e a t u r e d  in  c o m ic s  a r e  a p p e a r in g  in  
book fa r m . Among t h e  m ore  s u c c e s s fu l  o f  th e s e  a r e  th e  "Swamp T h in g "  
b o o k s . T h is  is  due t o  A la n  M o o re ’ s  e x c e l l e n t  w r i1 1  ng m a in ly ,  a l t h o u g h  
th e  a r t w o r k  c a p t u r n s  th e  th ©  a tm o s p h e re  p e r f e c t l y .

M o o re  h a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  r e c r e a t e d  th e  c h a r a c t e r  w h ic h  h as  b een  
a ro u n d  s in c e  th e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s .  T h is  v o lu m e  f e a t u r e s  th e  r e a w a k e n in g  
o-F th e  m o n s te r  a n d  a t h r e e  p a r t  s t o r y  a b o u t t h e  F l o r o n i c  M an’ s 
a t t e m p t s  to  t a k e  o v e r  th e  w o r ld  u s in g  i t s  p l a n t  l i f e .  A good s u p p o r t  
c a s t ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  w r i t i n g  a n d  a r tw o r k  m akes t h i s  a n  a b o v e  a v e r a g e  
s e r i e s  w h ic h  is  e x c i t i n g  and th o u g h t  p r o v o k in g .  T h is  i s  o n e  I ’ d 
recom m end to  p e o p le  who d o n ’ t  r e a d  c o m ic s .

“A C lo s e r  L o o k "  by P a t r i c k  W o o d ro ffe  ( 1 9 8 6 )  (P a p e r  T i g e r )  
P a t r i c k  W o o d r a f fe  10 o n e  o f  th u a t i u n iq u e  a r t i s t s  who s ta n d s  o u t  on  h is



own. You can't see where his influences are from. I’ve Just never seen 
anyone paint creatures at weird ae his are. What’s special about this 
book is not Just the featured art but the close examination of his 
work techniques. This isn't a how-to book. A basic knowledge of 
materials Is required before you can gain anything worthwhile from 
this book. As such it is a book for artists with a certain amount of 
experience behind them who want to know Just how did he get "that" 
effect.Anyone interested In Just the aesthetic pleasure Of viewing his 
art would be better off obtaining "Nythopoe1kon" or "Hallelujah 
A ny way",

3A





CROSSWORD

Across«
1 , Lord Valentine's Planet. <01
A , Common surname of E.E. "Doc", Cordwainer and Clarke Ashton. 

<5>6 , Surname of Hugo Award winner for "’Repent, Harlequin!* said 
the Ticktock Man". (7>

10. Surname af author who died in 1982 before completion of a 
film baaed on one of his books. (4)

!3. How one feels after a bad pint of Gulnnesa? (3)
14. Short Story Writer. Mainly published in The Magazine of 

Science Fiction and Fantasy ...Read. <31
15. First name of author of "Anthem" and "The Fountainhead" 

...Rand. (3>16. Novel by Algis Budrys upon which a film was based starring 
Elliot Gould. (3)

17. What group of countries radically changed features In Michael 
Moorcock’s short story "Flux"? C3J

19. Surname of author of "Dying Inside" and "The World Inside"-
< 10>

22, Psychic powers. <3123. Common ter<r for 8tardr|ve. (3)
25. Where does Arkady Strugatsky live? (6)
26. Campbell’s rag. <61
29. Spellberg's biggest grossing film. <2>
33. Creature prominent in James Herbert’s first novel, (3>
34. Tras-llks Creature in "Lord of The Rings". <3>
35- Btanlslaw Lem's famous planet. 17)

DOWN.
1 . Robert Qheckley's novel about mind transfer. <81
2 . Where the creature comes from in "Forbidden Planet" (2)
3 . How many steps from Earth is Harry Harrison’s book on

interstellar Travel, <3)
5 . Brian Adies* famous planet. (9)
7 , Surname of creator of Fafhrd and Gray Mouser. 16)
B . A.E. Van Vogt's first novel. <4>
9 . How many princii were there in Amber? (4)
11. Commonly used initials for Alan Dean Foster's stardrive in 

the Commonwealth books. <21
12. Niven’s "The World of ----- “. 16)
IS. Name of awards given annually by The Science Fiction Writers 

of America. (6)
19. Novel by Stephen King made into a two part TV feature. (6,31
20. Murray--------. (8)
2i . Final story added to Clifford Blmak’e collection "City". (6)
24. City, Planet and Empire featured in Asimov’s Empire and 

Foundation books, <7>
27. Frank L. Baum's famous land. <2>
28. Other name for Arrakis. (4>
30. Pool Anderson’s "--  Zero". <31
31. Our star, the b u r. <31
32 Recent novel by Stephen King. <2>

You will find the answers to this crossword puzzle on Page 39.



By E i le e n  G o rm le y  
C. 1 9 8 0 -

I kn ew  S o m e th in g  l i k e  t h i s  
w as g o in g  to  h a p p a n . I t  was 
h a p p e n in g  a l l  o v e r .  T a ka  
t r a f f i c  l i g h t s .

I re m em b e r w han  a l l  t r a f f i c  
l i g h t s  d id  w as t o  t e l l  you  
w he n  y o u  s h o u ld  s t o p .  T h e n  
th e y  s t a r t e d  g i v i n g  y o u r  c a r  
d i r e c t i o n s .  T h a t  w a s n ' t  t o  
b a d  -  h e lp e d  y o u  a v o id  t r a f 
f i c  Ja m s. S u t th e n  th e y  
s t a r t e d  t a k i n g  y o u r  num b e r
i f  yo u  w e n t t h r o u g h  on t h e
a m b e r .  A nd s to p p e d  y o u r c a r
a 1t o g e t h o r 1 f  y o u t r i e d t o
go t h r o u g h  o n th e r e d . You
h a d  t o  s t a y t h e r e u n t i l t h e
c o p s  a r r i v e d •

Now, 1 d o n ' t k now a b o u t y o u ,
b u t  I do n o t  t a k e  o r d e r s  
f r o m  t r a f f i c  I J g h t B .  I t ' s  
u n d i g n i f i e d ,  I d o n ' t  l i k e  
c a r s  t h a t  b r e a t h a ly s e  y o u  
b e f o r e  th e y  s t a r t  o r  b an k  
m a c h in e s  t h a t  r e f u s e  t o  l e t  
y o u  g e t  o v e r d r a w n  e i t h e r .

So w hen  th e y  b a n n e d  s m o k in g  
I kn ew  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  som e
t h i n g  n a s t y  u p  t h e i r  
b le B v e s ,  S u r e ,  t h e r e  h a d  
b e e n  n o  s m o k in g  i n  p u b l i c  
f o r  a lo n g  t im e ,  b u t  w h a t 
o n e  a d u l t  d id  i n  p r i v a t e  h a d  
a lw a y s  b e e n  h i s  own a f f a i r .  
N o t  a n y  m o re  i t  s e e m s .

I w as made e v e n  m o re  
s u s p i c i o u s  t h e  d a y  t h e  a c t  
b ecam e  la w .  C ig a r e t t e s  w e re  
s t i l l  o n  s a le .  O p e n ly ,  I 
kn ew  t h f i y  w a re  u p  t o  
s o m e t h in g .  R u t i t  d i d n ' t  
s t o p  me b u y in g  a p a c k e t .  I 
w e n t  homo a n d  l i t  u p  t h e  
f i r s t  o n e -

I n s t a n t l y  a M o t h e r - i n - 1 aw
a p p e a r e d .  N o t my M o t h e r - i n -
la w  a n d  n o t  i n  p a r s o n .  A
h o lo g r a m  o f  t h e  s o r t  o f
M o th e r -  1n - I  aw y o u  h a v e
n ig h tm a r e s  a b o u t  a p p e a re d  
a n d  s t a r t e d  t o  n a g : '‘ Don* t  
y o u  kn ow  t h a t  y o u  a r e  

b r e a k in g  t h e  la w ?  W h a t do 
y o u  t h i n k  la w s  a r e  f o r ?  
T h e re  i s  a te r m  i n  R eh a b  f o r  
p e o p le  l i k e  y o u . . . ”  S he  w e n t 
o n  a n d  o n  u n t i l  I had  
f i n i s h e d  my c i g a r e t t e -

I M t  a n o t h e r .  S he  a p p e a r e d  
a g a in ,  t h i s  t im e  c a r r y i n g  o n  
a b o u t  my c h a n c e s  o f  g e t t i n g  
h e a r t  d is e a s e .  I 
d e t e r m in e d ly  i g n o r e d  h e r  and  
l i t  u p  a g a in .  T h is  t im e  i t  
was lu n g  c a n c e r  s h e  was 
l e c t u r i n g  a b o u t .

I k e p t  o n  s m o k in g  a n d  s h e  
k e p t  n a g g in g .  S h e  w e n t  i n t o  
d e t a i l s  o f  t h i n g s  I h ad  
n e v e r  h o a r d  o f :  lo w  f o e t a l  
w e ig h t ,  b a d  b r e a t h ,  t h r o a t  
c a n c e r *  s t r o k e s ,  
h y p e r t e n s io n ,  m l s c a r r i a g e s , 
h ig h  in s u r a n c e  p re m iu m s ,  
s m e l l y  a s h t r a y s , , .  t h e  l i s t  
J u s t  w e n t  o n  a n d  o n .  By th e  
f i f t e e n t h  f a g r s h e  h ad  
s to p p e d  n a g g in g  a n o  s t a r t e d  
t o  w a rn  o f  im p e n d in g  doom . 
T h e  w a r n in g s  g o t  m o re  and  
m o re  o m in o u s .  By t h e  
n in e t e e n t h  t h e  w a r n in g  w as a 
t h r e a t .

I i g n o r e d  L t  a n d  l i t  th e  
l a s t  f a g -  S u d d e n ly  I f e l l  
p a r a l y s e d  t o  t h e  f l o o r  w h i l e  
t h e  e m p ty  c i g a r e t t e  p a c k a g e  
s t a r t e d  t o  b l a r e  a c a l l  t o  
t h e  n e a r e s t  c o p s .  I l a y  o n  
t h e  f l o o r ,  h e l p l e s s ,  w h i l e  
t h e y  cam e a n d  a r r e s t e d  me. 
N o t  u n t i l  t h e  h a n d c u f f s  w o re  
o n  my w r i s t s  d i d  th e  
p a r a l y s i s  w e a r o f f .  The  c o p s  
w e re  la u g h in g .  . 1 w as t h e i r  
f i r s t  a r r e s t  o f  t h e  d a y .

A n d  t h a t  i s  how  1 becam e 
fa m o u s  a s  t h e  f i r t i t  v i c t i m  
o f  t h e  B an  w i t h  t h e  S c o ld  ' n  
S t u n ,
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" N o ? !” The B c r u m  c u t  
t h r o u g h  t h s  a i r ,  f r u B t l n g  
M ic h a e l  A rm s tro n g  In  h la  
t r a c k s -  He lo o k e d  a ro u n d ,  
b u t  th ©  s e a r c h  o n ly  r e v e a le d  
w h a t  he a l r e a d y  k n e w ; he wan 
a lo n e  in  th s  a p a r t m e n t .  He 
e h r u g g s d , a n d  w e n t b ack  t o  
p r e p a r i n g  th e  e v e n in g  m e a l .  
J a n ic e  was c o m in g  o v e r  
t o n i g h t ,  a n d  he w a n te d  t h i s  
m e a l t o  be p e r f e c t .  He wae 
a b o u t  t o  s t a r t  p e e l i n g  th e  
p o ta tO P B  a g a in ,  w hen th e  
p a n i c - s t r i c k e n  e c re a m  c u t  
t h r o u g h  t h e n  a i r  a g a in .  
T h ia  t im e ,  t h e r e  w«« no 
d o u b t in g  i t .  He d e f i n i t e l y  
h e a r d  i t ,  a n d  i t  w as com ing  
f ro m  so m ew h ere  i n s i d e  t h e  
k i t c h e n .  He h a d  a  go od  
lo o k ,  a n d  on  lo o k in g  u n d e r  
t h e  t a b l e ,  he saw ha had  
d ro p p e d  a  c a r r o t .  H h  w a n t  
t o  p ic k  I t  u p , a n d  n o t ic e d  a 
e m a i l  m e ta l b a n d  a ro u n d  i t ,  
a b o u t  h a l f  way u p .

He w e n t to  p i c k  i t  u p , a n d  
1 t  p e r fo r m e d  a n  a c t i o n  n o t  
u s u a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
c a r r o t s ,  i t  e x te n d e d  a e m a i l  
a p p e n d a g e , to u c h e d  t h e  m e ta l  
r i n g  a n d  f l o a t e d  up  I n t o  t h e  
a i r ,  a l i g h t i n g  on  t h e  t a b l e .  
N e e d le s s  to  s a y ,  M ic h a e l  was 
f a i r l y  im p r e s s e d  by f l o a t i n g  
c a r r o t e ,  b u t he c o u l d n ' t  
f i g u r e  o u t  why he w a s n ' t  
s u r p r i s e d  w hen t h e  c a r r o t  
s p o k e  t o  h im .

"You may be w o n d e r in g  why I  
am t a l k i n g  t o  y o u ” t h e  
c a r r o t  b e g a n . M ic h a e l  h a d  
t o  a d m it  t h a t  th e  th o u g h t  
d i d  c ro s s  h i s  m in d , a lo n g  
w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
q u e s t i o n * ,  s u c h  a s  how 
o r a n g e  r o o t s  g a in e d  t h *  
p o w e r o f  f l i g h t #  " S im p le  
e n o u g h " , th e  c a r r o t  
e x p l a i n e d ,  " t h s  a n t i - g r a v i t y  
b e l t  do es  a l l  th e  w o rk . You 
d o n ’ t  r e a l t y  e x p e c t  c a r r o t e  
to  f l y ? ” h e  a s k e d , a m azed  
t h a t  a n y o n e  c o u ld  e n t e r t a i n  
S u ch  a  r i d i c u l o u s  n o t i o n .

M ic h a e l  a p o l o g i s e d  f o r  h is  
s t u p i d i t y ,  a n d  b la m e d  h is  
Ig n o r a n c e  on  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  c a r r o t *  t o  whom ha  
u s u a l l y  t a l k e d  w e re  s l i g h t l y  
m ore  t a c i t u r n .  " T h a t ’ s a l l  
r i g h t " ,  t h *  c a r r o t  s a id  
m ag nam tn ous 1y f  "O ne c a n ’ t  
r e a l l y  e x p s c t  t h a t  much fro m  
a s t e a k ” , I n  th e  i n t e r e s t *  
o f  d ip lo m a c y ,  M ic h a e l  
d e c id e d  t o  le a v e  t h a t  on e  
g o . In s t e a d ,  he d e c id e d  t o  
ask  a n o th e r  q u e s t io n .

“ A re  t a l k i n g  c a r r o t *  
a p p e a r in g  a l l  o v e r  th e  
w o r l d ,  o r  h a v e  I been  
s i n g le d  o u t  f o r  some 
r e a s o n ? "  seem ed l i k e  a  go od  
q u e s t io n ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  some 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h *  
r e a a o n *  f o r  t h e  VTOL 
v e g e t a b l e ’ s p r e s e n c e  w a l 
f o r t h c o m in g .

" I  com * f ro m  a t im e  
a p p r o x im a t e ly  2 ,4 0 0  y e a r s  in  
y o u r  f u t u r e .  F o r  d e c a d e s , 
ws h a v e  b e e n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
g e t  b ack  in  t im e  t o  t h i s  
e x a c t  m om en t, 2 t 4 2  on  
W e d n e s d a y ,  4 th  A u g u a t in  th e  
y e a r  t A P , w i t h  a p a c la l  c o 
o r d i n a t e s  1 2 r 3 t 3 3 4 ! 3 ; 4 . ” 
T h e  c a r r o t ' s  e y e s  g la s e d  as  
he s a i d  t h i a ,  o b v io u s ly  
s h o w in g  t h a t  ha h ad  r e p e a t e d  
th o s e  l i n e *  many t im e *  
b e f o r e .  I t  w as o n ly  w hen  
M ic h a e l  n o t ic e d  t h i *  f a c t  
t h a t  he becam e a w a re  o f  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  wee a c a r r o t  
w i t h  e y e s ,  e a r s  a n d  a m o u th . 
Ths n o s e , h o w e v e r , was 
c o n s p ic u o u s  by I t *  a b s e n c e . 
M ic h a e l  w o u ld  h a v e  a s k e d  how 
t h *  c a r r o t  s m e l le d ,  b u t  was 
d e a t h ly  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h *  
c a r r o t  w o u ld  s a y  " a w f u l” . 
T a l k i n g ,  f l y i n g  c a r r o t *  w e re  
b ad  e n o u g h , b u t  i f  th e y  
s t a r t e d  c r a c k in g  j o k e *  a *  
w e l l ,  M ic h a e l  was s u r e  he 
w o u ld  f a l l  a p a r t  a t  t h *  
s ea m s . A q u e s t io n  o n  th e  
a n a to m y  seem ed  a p p r o p r i a t e .

"How d i d  c a r r o t s  g e t  s u c h  
human f e a t u r e s ? "  he a s k e d  in  
w h a t h *  h o p e d  was a 
c o n v e r s a t i o n * 1 t o n e ,  h o p in g



to  g i v e  th e  lm p r » » i lo n  t h a t  
ho t a l k e d  t o  v e g e t a b le s  
o v a r y  d a y . A g a in ,  ho was 
s u r p r lA R d  when th e  c a r r o t  
BBemed h ap p y  to  g I v s  th e  
an sw er's  f r e s l y .  "O u r f a c i a l  
f e a t u r e s  h ave  b e e n  c a r e f u l l y  
e n g in e e r e d  t o  lo o k  a l j n i l i a r  
t o  th e  o n e  s t e a k  -  1 mean
Human -  t h a t  v e g g le d o m  lo o k s  
up t o .  F a c e s  f l a s h e d  
t h r o u g h  M i c h a e l ’ ■ m tn d j t h *  
f e a t u r e s  d id  lo o k  f a m i l i a r ,  
b u t  he c o u l d n ' t  rem em ber t o  
whom th e y  b e lo n g e d . C l i n t  
E a s tw o o d , G ro u ch o  H arm , H u lk  
H o g a n , a l l  p e o p le  a n  u p - a n d -  
co m in g  r a c e  o f  v e g a ta b ls a  
m ig h t  lo o k  up t o ,  b u t  he was 
dam ned i f  he c o u ld  rem em ber 
who i t  w an. A *  i f  r o a d in g  
h $ a  th o u g h ts ,  th e  c a r r o t  
s a i d  “ You a r e  th e  o n e  I 
m ean. Y o u , t h e  f a t h e r  o f  
□ u r  r a c e .  Y o u , M ic h a e l  
F a b ia n  A rm s tro n g , t h *
b e n e f a c to r  o f  v a g g le d o m , t h *  
g r e a t  a n d  w is e  o n e , th e  
a h im ,"  He c u t  h i m s e l f  o f f  
as he eaw th e  s c e p t i c a l  lo o k  
M ic h a e l  g ave  h im . "You  
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  m e, do yo u ? "  
A t t h i s  s t a g e ,  M ic h a e l  was 
p a s t  w o n d e r in g  i f  he had  
in h a le d  to o  much g a r l i c ,  a n d  
was q u i t e  r e a d y  t o  b e l i e v e  
a n y t h in g .  He s t a r t e d  t o  s ay  
e o , b u t  d e c id e d  i n s a n i t y  
s o u n d e d  m ore  p l a u s i b l e  t h a n  
t a l k i n g  c a r r o t s  who h a i l e d  
h im  as t h *  f a t h e r  O f a r a c t .  
A th o u g h t  o c c u r id  to  h im , 
" i f  I ’ m th e  f a t h e r  o f  y o u r  
r a c e ,  I s  t h e r e  a n y  h o p e  t h a t  
J a n ic e  M a th e r s  1 *  th e  
m o th e r?  T a l l ,  r e d h e a d ,  
g r e a t  lo o k e r "  I f  t h s  c a r r o t  
was h e r e  on  th e  same n ig h t  
SB J a n ic e  was c o m in g , t h e r e  
wae t h e  d i s t i n c t  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  he m ig h t  g e t  lu c k y .  
Ths c a r r o t  g lo w e r e d ,
s o m e th in g  e ls e  M ic h a e l  
d i d n ’ t  know c a r r o t e  c o u ld  
d o . “ T h a t ’ s t h e  t r o u b le  
w i t h  you b u r g e r s ,  a l l  you  
t h i n k  a b o u t l e  e lx * 1 . " S e x " ,  
c o r r e c t e d  M ic h a e l ,  w i t h  th e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  he s h o u ld  h a v e  
d e n ie d  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n
i n s t e a d ,  A c h a n g e  o f  
s u b j e c t  was in  o r d e r ,  “ A re  

y o u  g o in g  to  t o i l  m * w h a t 
y o u ’ r e  d o in g  h a r e ? ” , ho 
a s k e d , h o p in g  t h a t  J a n i e *  
w o u ld  be a t  l e a s t  a fe w  
m in u te s  l a t a .  I f  s h *  cam * 
in  a n d  saw him  t a l k i n g  to  a 
c a r r o t ,  h i e  s t r e e t  c re d  
w o u ld  bo r u l< i« d  f o r a v a r .  
And I f  s h e  saw  th e  c a r r o t  
t a l k i n g  b a c k . .

The c a r r o t  a n s w e r e d . ] am 
h e r e  t o n i g h t  t o  a i d  you in  
th s  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  th s  
v e g e ta b le  r a c e .  You b b c  
t h a t  m a g n i f i c e n t  p o t a t o  on  
th s  t a b l a  o v e r  t h e r e ?  T h a t  
fs  t h e  f i r s t  v e g e t a b l e  to  ba 
b ro u g h t  t o  s e n t i e n c e .  And 
you a n d  I a r e  t h e  o n es  who 
w i l l  p e r fo r m  t h i s  l i f e  
g i v i n g  a c t . ” T r y  a a ha d i d ,  
M lc h a a l  c o u ld  s e e  n o th in g  
e x c e p t  a bag o f  P in k s ,  and  
none c o u ld  by a n y  s t r e t c h  o f  
th s  Im a g in a t i o n  bo c a l l e d  
m a g n i f i c e n t .  T h e  c a r r o t  
c o n t  1 n u e d .

" T h in k ,  M ic h a e l  a n d  F r u j u o e ,  
t h s  te am  s u p re m e , t h e  o n e s  
who b r o u g h t  l i f e  t o  a m are  
t u b e r ,  who B e t o f f  t h a  c h a in  
o f  e v e n ts  t h a t  w o u ld  le a d  
t h e  v e g e t a b le  r a c e  t o  m a s te r  
t h *  w o r l d ! ” M i c h a e l ’ s 
c u r i o s i t y  a t  t h i a  s t a g e  was 
we 1 I a h e a  d o f  h is  
i n c r e d u l i t y .  “ How do we do 
i t ? " ,  he a a k e d . The c a r r o t ,  
now in t r o d u c e d  an F r u j u e e ,  
la u n c h e d  I n t o  a n a r r a t i v e .

"To u n d e r s ta n d  th a  p r o c e s s ,  
y o u  m u s t f i r s t  u n d u r i t a n d  
how we g a in e d  o u r  
I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  F o r  t * n *  o f  
g e n e r a t  lo n e ,  v e g e t a b le s  g r *w  
a s  n u b n o r ir i i l  b e in g s ,  w i t h  no 
l im b s  a n d  no i n t e l l i g e n c e  a t  
a l l .  When t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  
ag e  o f  t h r e e  w e e k e , h o w e v e r , 
th e y  w e re  i n j e c t e d  w i t h  a 
f l u i d  w h ic h  a c t i v a t e d  th e  
c e l l s  o f  th e  b o d y , and  
m ak1 ng th e m  g e n e r a te  
e l e c t r i c i t y .  T h is  e m a i l  
c u r r e n t  was c h a n g e d  i n t o  
e y n s p e s e , w h ic h  l i n k e d  c e l l s  
From l e a f  t o  t o e .  I n  
e f f e c t ,  i t  c o n v e r te d  th e  
v e g e t a b le  i n t o  a b r a i n .



G e n e r a t io n *  l a t e r ,  l i m b *  a n d  
f a c i a l  f e a t u r e *  w * r *  a d d e d , 
a lo n g  w i t h  f a c l l l t i e *  f o r  
s p e e c h  a n d  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n * .  
T h is  f l u i d  la  t h *  o m  w h ic h  
w i l l  be u a * d  in  K * r r ,  t h *  
F l r a t  P o t a t o . ' 1 

" B u t  who In v e n t e d  t h i a  
f l u i d ? " .  a s k e d  M ic h a e l .  
"W as i t  human o r  v e g e t a b le ? 4’ 
F r u j u e e  g r in n e d .  " N o -o n *  
in v e n t e d  L t .  T h e r e in  l i v e  
t h *  p a ra d o x  o f  t im e  t r a v e l .  
K e r r  g a v e  t h *  f l u i d  t o  e a c h  
o f  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  
v e g e t a b l e s ,  who in  t u r n  
p a a e e d  i t  o n . E v e n t u a l l y ,  
t t  wan g i v e n  t o  m e, a n d  1 
w i l l  g i v e  I t  t o  K e r r ,  He 
w i l l  k e e p  som e, a n d  w i l l  
g i v e  i t  t o  t h *  n e x t  
g e n e r a t i o n .  You * • * ? "  To  
* a v *  t h *  c o n v o l u t io n *  o f  a 
f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  
M ic h a e l  s a i d  he d id .. T h a t  
o n ly  l e f t  o n *  q u e s t io n .  
"W hy m e?” To  w h ic h  t h e r e  
was o n ly  o n *  a n s w e r )  
" b e c a u s e  y o u  a r *  t h *  o n *  
t h a t  was a b o u t  t o  mash t h s  
g r e a t  K e r r  i n t o  9 h i p h i r d * i  
p l * . "  " A r *  y o u  I n s i n u a t i n g  
t h a t  1 w o u ld  f * * d  th e  m o st 
g o rg e o u s  g i r l  in  t h e  c i t y  
S h e p h e r d ’ s p i e  f o r  d in n e r ? "  
w as M ic h a e l ’ s  e n r a g e d  
r i p o s t e ,  a s  he th o u g h t  
d e s p e r a t e ly  o f  a  w ay t o  make  
e * n e *  o u t  o f  a l l  t h i s .  
A la s ,  no way c o u ld  b *  fo u n d .  
A l l  h e  c o u ld  do now was h o p *  
t o  w a k e  up b e f o r e  he fo u n d  
h i m s e l f  th e  c r e a t o r  o f  a new
r a c *  o f s u p e r  v e g . Ha
s u d d * n ly fo u n d  t h a t he had
b e e n  d a y d r e a m in g . •  nd
F r u j u s * was w a i t i n g f o r an
a n s w e r  t o a q u e s t io n he had
p o s e d . " I ’ m e o r r y ha
s a l  d . "W h a t w as th e i t? ”
F r u j u e e  s ig h e d .  " I  was J u s t  
c o m m e n tin g  t h a t  t h e  
V e g s t o l u t l o n  has  b e e n  due 
f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  E v e n  y o u  
b u r g e r *  h a v e  b e e n  p l a n t i n g  
y o u r s e lv e a  In  th e  h o p e  o f  
e m u la t in g  t h *  g r e a t  
v e g e t a b le  r a c e .  W hat 1 
w a n te d  t o  know w as why you  
k e p t  I t  u p , e v e n  w hen th e y  
s t e a k s  p l a n t e d  d i d n ’ t  g row ?"

I t  to o k  M ic h a e l  a  fe w  
s e c o n d s  t o  r e a l  l e e  w h a t ha 
was t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  "O h . you 
mean dead  p e o p l e . "  F r u ju e e  
s ig h e d .  "No w o n d e r th e y  
d id n ’ t  g ro w . 1 d o n ’ t  
s u p p o s e  I t  e v e r  o c c u r e d  to  
you t o  p l a n t  l i v e  o n * * ? " ,  he 
a s k e d  a a r c a s t i c a 1 I y ♦
M ic h a e l  in w a r d ly  g r in n e d .  
"You mean i f  we p l a n t e d  l i v e  
p e o p le ,  t h e y ’ d g ro w ? ! T h is  
I s  t h *  g r e a t e s t  d is c o v e r y  
s in c e  m ashed p o t a -  I mean 
s l i c e d  b r e a d !  1 c o u ld  w in  
t h e  N o b e l P r i z e  f o r  t h i s ! J "  
The c a r r o t  s m i le d .  " G la d  t o  
be o f  h e lp .  Now , how a b o u t  
g i v i n g  me a  h a n d ? "  M ic h a e l  
s ig h e d .  "W hat do I h a v *  t o  
do?"

A h e l l  o f  a l o t ,  i t  t u r n e d  
O u t- I t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  w h i l *  
K e r r  w o u ld  d e v e lo p
i n t e l l i g e n c e  w i t h i n  tw o  
d a y * .  l im b s  w o u ld n ’ t  a p p e a r  
u n t i l  a ro u n d  th e  f o u r t h  
g e n e r a t i o n .  T h l *  m ea n t t h a t  
M ic h a e l  h ad  t o  do a l l  t h *  
h a rd  w o rk , e n s u r in g  th e  
v e g e t a b le *  w e re  k e p t  s a f e  
a n d  f e d .  A n d , f ro m  w h a t 
F r u ju s s  t o l d  h im , ha knew  
K e r r  w o u ld  ta k e  a l l  t h *  
c r e d i t .  T h e n , i t  s t r u c k  him  
w h a t F r u ju e e  s a i d  • □ « *  t im e  
e a r l i e r .  "You s a i d  t h a t  
v e g e ta b le s  w o u ld  t a k e  o v e r  
th e  w o r ld "  h *  a c c u s e d . 
F r u j u s *  a g r e e d -  " W i t h in  
t h i r t y - f o u r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  
v eg g ie d o m  h ad  d e v e lo p e d  t o  
s u c h  a n  * x t * n t  t h a t  w * had  
no c h o lc s  b u t  to  t a k e  o v e r  
t h *  w o r l d .  Y ou S t e a k *  n e v e r  
r e a l i s e d  t h a t  we w e re  
i n t e l l i g e n t ,  a n d  k e p t  on  
e a t i n g  th o s e  o f  u s  t h a t  had  
n o t  b e e n  g e n e t i c a l l y  
a l t e r e d . ” He g r in n e d ,  "Y ou  
h a v e  no id e a  how p e o p le  to o k  
i t  when t h *  p a r s n ip s  
s u d d e n ly  s t a r t e d  g i v i n g  
o r d e r s " .  M ic h a e l  f e l t  he  
knew e x a c t l y  how p e o p le  to o k  
I t .  " I f  y o u  to o k  ovsK  th e  
w o r l d ,  w h a t h a p p e n e d  t o  t h *  
hu m ane, a n d  a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  a n im a ls ? " ,  h *  a s k e d , 
g u e s s in g  t h a t  h e  a l r e a d y  
knew  th e  a n s w e r , F r u ju s s



had, aftor all, been calling 
him Bteaks and burgers all 
evening. Frujuse conceded 
the point, ”However", he 
said, "we didn’t kill 
anyone. We only took those 
people that were freshly 
dead, and used them. Fair 
ball, after all you have 
bean eating us for thousands 
of yearn." While thia wa« 
true, Michael pointed out, 
turnips had no intelligence, 
or indeed any form of 
sentience at al) k "How do 
you know?", asked FruJuBs. "How do you know that 
turnips haven’t bean trying 
to communicate for thousands 
of years, but only on a frequency too high for you 
to hsar?" Michael froze. 
Could this dinner before him 
be Indeed bs trying in vain 
to talk to man, who was too 
greedy and uncaring to 
bother to check? "N d ” , said 
Frujuse, "but you didn’t 
know that" Michael was 
starting to get mad. If he 
wasn't mad already, talking 
to vegetables. He* d be 
locked up as one himself, if 
he wasn’t careful» He 
counted to ten, and asked if 
man didn’t object to being 
eaten. “Lik« I said", 
replied Frujuse, ”We only 
ate them dead. Therefore, 
they wsrsn’t in much of a 
position to object. And the live ones had regressed to 
such a level that they 
wouldn't know aven If we eat 
down to a banquet in front 
of them." 

don* t want to crests another parAdow, do you?" Michael 
wavered. From th® books he 
read on time travel, paradox 
seemed to be a pretty nasty 
thing. Dn the other hand, 
he didn't want to deetroy the human race. But if it 
already happened...
Hie mind was made up by the 
sound of a key in the door. 
Janice was arriving, and he 
didn’t want her to see him 
talking to a carrot. The 
■future of mankind eel de, he 
didn’t want to look like a 
nut. Only one thing to do. 
He picked up Frujuse, and 
ate him. While doing 00, he 
took a knife to the potato 
he thought wag Karr, el icing 
him - it - Into chlpe. 
Janies walked in to see him 
swallowing an antl-grav 
belt, and realising he had 
doomed an entire race. 
“Something wrong?”, »h« 
asked. “Nothing”, he 
replied. “I Just disagreed 
with something I ats”.

That was it. There was no 
way Michael was going to 
help a carrot to destroy the 
world, or at Least the way 
in which he lived. Even If 
he was to be the father of 
the race, and be revered 
forever, he would prefer If 
there were one or two people 
around to discuss the 
proepset. When told all 
this, however, Frujuse 
sneered. "But you have to 
do It. If you didn’t do it, 
I wouldn’t be here. You

f**-
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